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RASSELAS. 



CHAP. I. 
DaenptUm efa Palace in a VaUejf, 

Tb who listen with credulity to the whispers of fancy, aad 
pt^ue with eagerness the phantoms of hope ; who expect 
that age will perform the promises of youth, and that die 
deficiencies of the present day will be supplied by the uknv 
row ; attend to the nistory of Rasselas prince of Abissinia. 

Rasselas was the fourth son of the mighty emperor, uk 
whose dominions the fiuher of waters begins his course ; 
whose bounty pours down the streams of plenty, and scatters 
•?er the world th# Jianrests of Egypt. 

According to the CMStom which has descended from age to 
age among the monafchs of the torrid zone, Rasselas was 
confined in a private pilace, with the other sons and dau{^ 
ters of Abissinian royalty, all the order of succession dtouU 
call him to the throne. 

The place, which the wisdom or policy of antiquity had 
destined for the residence of the Abissiman princes, was m 
■padoas valley in the kingdom of Amhara^ surrounded oa 
every side by mountains, of which the summits overhang the 
middle part. The only passage by which- it could be enteiw 
ed was a cavern that passed under a rock, of which it had 
iong been disputed whether it was the work of nature or of , 
Human industry. The outlet of the cavern was concealed by 
a thick wood, and the mouth which opened into the valley 
was closed with gates of iron, forged by the artificers of an- 
cient days, so massy, that no man, without the hdp of en- 
gines, couM opeai pr shut them. 
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From the mountains on every side rivulets descended, that 
filled all the valley with verdure and fertility, and formed a 
lake in the middle, inhabited by fish of every specien, and 
frequented by every fowl whom nature has taught to dip the 
wing in water. This lake discharged its supe^uities oy a 
stream, which entered a dark cleft of the mountain on the 
northern side, and fell with dreadful noise from precipice to 
precipice, till it was heard no more. 

The sides of the mountains were covered with trees, the 
banks of the brooks were diversified with flowers ; every 
blast shook spices from the rocks, and every month dropped 
fruits upon the ground. All animals that bite the grass, or 
browse the shrubs, whether wild or tame, wandered in this 
extensive circuit, secured from beasts of prey by the moun- 
tains which c(Hifined them. On one part were flocks and 
Iterds feeding in the pastures, on another all the beasts of 
chase frisking in the lawns : the sprightly kid was boimdins 
<»i the rocks, the subtle monkey frolicking in the trees, and 
the solemn elephant reposing in the shade. All the diversi- 
ties of the world were Drought together. The blessings of 
Miture were collected, and its evils extracted and excluded. 

The valley, wide add firuitful, supplied its inhabitants with 
tile necessanes <^Iife ; and all delights and superfluities were 
added at the annual visit which the emperor paid his chil- 
dren, when the iron gate was opened to the sound of music ; 
and during eight days, every one that resided in the valley 
wail required to prc^MMe whatever might contribute to make 
seclusion pleasant, to fifl up the vacancies of attention, and 
lessen the tediousness of time. Every desire was immedi- 
ately granted. All the artificers ot pleasure were called to 
dadden the festivity , the musicians exerted the power of 
Aajmiony, and the daiicers showed their activity before the 
princes, in hopes that they should pass their lives in blissful 
captivity, to which' those only were admitted wboseperform- 
ance was thought able to add novelty to luxury. Such was 
the appearance of security and deli^pit which tnis retirement 
afl!brded, that they to whom it was new always desired that 
it might be perpetual ; and as those on whom the iron gate 
had once closed were never suffered to return, the effect of 
longer experience could not be known. Thus every year 
produced new scenes of delight, and new competitors for im- 
prisonment. 

The palace stood on an eminence, rused about thirty 
paces above the surface of the lake. It was divided into 
many squares, or courts, built with greater or less aukgaifi- 
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eence, according to the rank of those for whom they wen 
designed. The roofe were turned into arches of massj 
stone, joined by a cement that grew harder by time ; and th« 
building stood from century to century, deridmg the solstititd 
rains and equinoctial hurricanes, without need of reparation 
This house, which was so large as to be fully known tc 
lume but some ancient officers, who successively inherited 
the secrets of the place, was built as if Suspicion herself had 
dictated the plan. To every room there was an open and 
secret pasaue ; every sqnare had a communication with the. 
rest, either from the o{^r stories by private galleries, or by 
subterraneous passages from the lower apartments. Many 
of the columns had unsuspected cavities, in which a long race 
of monarchs had reposited their treasures. They Uien clos* 
ed up the opening with maible, which was never to be re> 
moved but in the utmost ezij^encies of the kingdom ; and re* 
corded their accumulations m a book, which was itself con- 
cealed in a tower, not entered but by the emperor attendel 
by the prince who stood next in succession. 

CHAP. II. 
The DmeofUeid ofRatadaa in tfte Happy Valley, 

Here the sons and daughters of Abissinia lived only ts 
«mow the soft vicissitudes of pleasure and repose, attended 
by all that were skilful to delight, and gratified with what* 
ever the senses can enjoy. They wandered in gardens ol 
fragrance, and slept in the fortresses of security. £very 
art was practised to make them pleased with their own 
condition. The sa^es who instructed them told them ol 
nothing but the miseries o€ pubUc life, and described all< 
beyond the mountains as regions of calamity, where discord 
was always raging^ and where man preyed upon man. To 
heighten ueir opinion of their own felicity, they were daily 
entertained with son^, the subject of which was the happy 
▼alley. Their appetites were excited by frequent enumenC- 
tions of different enjoyments, and revelry and merriment 
were the business of every hour, (ir<mi the dawn of the 
morning to the close of the evening. 

These methods were goaerally successful: few of the 
pnnces bad ever wished to enlarge their bounds, but pass- 
ed their lives in full conviction that they had all within 
their reach that art or nature could bestow, and pitied those 
whom nature had excluded from this seat of tranquillity, as 
the sport of chance and the slaves of misery. 
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Thog they rose in the nwrning and lay (fown at night, 
pleased with each other and with themselves, all but Ras- 
aelas, who, in the twenty-siith jrear of his age, began to 
withdlraw hinHelf iroin the pastimes and assemblies, and 
to deliiiht in solitanr walks and silent meditation. He 
•ften sat before t^les covered with luxury, and forgot to 
taste the dainties that were placed before him: he rose 
abruptly in the nndst of the song, and hastfiy retired beyond 
the sound of rniisic. His atteiuhnts observed the change, 
and endeavored to renew his love of pleasure : he neglected 
their offiamisness, repulsed then: invitations, and spent day 
after day on the banks of rivulets sheltered with trees, where 
he sometimes listened to the birds in the branches, some* 
times observed the ish playing in the stream, and anon cast 
his eyes upon the pastures uid mountains filled with ani- 
■lals, of which some were biting the herbage, and some 
•leepm^ anums the bushes. This singularity of his humor 
Bade hun nuicn observed. One of the sages, m whose con- 
versation he had forMerly delighted, followed him secretly, 
in hope of discovering the CMise of his disquiet. Rasselas, 
who anew not that a^y one was near him, having for some 
time fixed his eyes npon the goats that were browsmg among 
the rocks, began to compare their condition with his own. 

<< What,'' said he, "makes the difference between man 
and all the rest of the animal creation ? Every beast that 
■trays beside me has the same corporal necessities with my- 
self: he is hungry, and crops the grass ; he is thirsty, and 
drinks the stream ; his thirst and hunger are appeased ; he 
is satisfied, and sleeps ; he rises again and is hungry ; he is 
again fed, and is at rest. I am hun^ and thirsty, like him, 
but when thirst and hunger cease, I am not at rest ; I am. 
Hke him, pained with want, but am not, like him, satisfied 
with fulness. The intermediate hours are tedious and 
gloomy : I long again to be hungry, that X may again quicks- 
en the attention. The birds peck the berries oi the com^ and 
iy away to the groves, where they sit in seemmg happmess 
on the branches, and waste their hves in tuning one unvaried 
series of soimds. I likewise can call the lutanist and the 
■huffer ; but the sounds that pleased me yesterday weanr me 
to-miy, and will grow yet nKve wearisome to-morrow. I can 
^ dfiscover m me no power of perception which is not gutted 
with its proper pleasure, yet I do not feel myself delighted. 
Man sureiy has some latent sense, for whidh this place af- 
ftrds no gratification ; or he has some desires distinct fi-om 
■ease, which must be satisfied before he can be happy." 




'* He perceived his pursuer at his side, and was at first 
prompted by his impatience to go hastily away . . . But 
he invited him to sit down with him on the bank." 
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After this he lifted np his head, and seeing the moon ris« 
jpM^ walked towards the palace. As he passed through the 
6mif and saw the animals around him, ** x e/* said he, <* are 
happy, and need not envy me, that walk thus among you, 
buraened with myself; nor do I, ye gentle beings, envy your 
felid^ ; for it is not the felicity of man. T have many dis- 
tresses from which ye are free ; I fear pain when I do not 
feel it; I sometimes shrink at evilft. recollected, and scMne- 
times start at evils anticipated : sur^ the equity of Provi- 
dence has balanced peculiar sufferings with peculiar enjoy- 
ments." 

With observations like these the prince amused himself as 
he returned, uttering them with a plaintive voice, yet with a ' 
look that discovered him to feel some complacence m his own 
perspicaci^ and to receive some solace of the miseries of 
life, from consciousness of the delicacy with which he felt, 
and the eloquence with which he bewailed them. He min- 
gled cheerfully in the diversions of the evening, and all re- 
joiced to find that his heart was lightened. 

CHAP.ni. 

T%e Wants qf him that voants nothing. 
On the next day, his old instructor^ imagining that he had 
now made lumself acquainted with his disease of mind, was 
in hope of curing it by counsel, and officiously sought an op- 
portunitv of comerence, which the prince, having long c<m- 
sidered nim ^a one whose intellects were exhausted, was not 
very wilting to afford. " Why," said he, <* does this man 
intrude upon me ? shall I never be suflered to forget these 
lectures, which pleased only while they were new, and to 
become new agam, must be forgotten T^ He then talked m- 
to the wood, and composed himself to his usual meditations; 
when, before his thoughts had taken any settled form, he 
perceived his pursuer at his skle, and was at first prompted 
oy his impatience to go hastily away ; but being unwilling to 
onend a man whom he had once reverenced, and still loved, 
he invited him to sit down with him on the bank. 

The old man, thus encouraged^ began to lament the change 
which had been lately observed m the prince, and to inquifse 
why he so often retired from the pleasures of the palace, to 
loneliness and silence. "I fly from pleasure," said th# 
prince, " because pleasure has ceased to please ; I am lonely 
because I am miserable, and am unwilling to cloud with ray 
presence the hapoiness of others."—-** You, sir," said the 



^ 
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sage, « are the first who has complained of misery in the 
happy valley. I hope to convince you that your complaints 
have no real cause. Tou are here in full possepsion of all 
the emperor of Abissinia can bestow ; here is neither labor 
to be endured nor danger to be dreaded, yet here is all that 
labor or danger can procure or purchase. Look round and 
teU me which of your wants is without supply : if you want 
nothing, how are you unhappy T* 

" That I want nothing/' said the pnnce, " or that I know 
not what I want, is the cause of m^r complaint : if I had any 
known want, I should have a certain wish ; that wish would 
. excite endeavor, and I should not then repine to see the sun 
move so slowly towards the western mountains, or to lament 
when the day oreaks, and sleep will no longer hide me from 
myself. When I see the kids and the lambs chasing one 
another, I fancy that I should be happy if I had somethmg to 
pursue. But, possessing all that I can want, I find one day 
and one hour exactly like another, except that th^ latter is 
still more tedious than the former. Let your experience in- 
form me how the day may now seem as short as m my child- 
hood, while nature was yet fresh, and every moment showed 
me what I never had observed before. I have already en- 
joyed too much : give me somethmg to desire." The old 
man was surprised at this new species of affliction, and knew 
not what to reply, yet was unwilling to be silent. " Sir," 
said he, " if you nad seen the miseries of the world you would 
know how to value your present state.*' " Now,"** said the 

{irince, " you have given me something to desire : I shall 
ong to see the miseries of the world, since the sight of then* 
is necessary to happiness." 



CHAP. IV. 
The Prince corUinuet to grieve and mu»e. 
At this time the sound of mnsic proclaimed the hour ot 
repast, and the conversation was concluded. The old man 
went away sufficiently discontented to find that his reason- 
ings had produced[ the only conclusion which they were in- 
t«|id^ to prevent. But in the decline of life, shame and 

Jrrief are ofshort duration : whether it be that we bear easi- 
y what we have borne long ; or that, finding ourselves in age 
less regarded, we less regard others; or Uiat we look wi;* 
slight regard upon afflictions, to which we know that tb« Wc 
of death is about to ptit an end. 
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The prince, whose views were extended to a wider space, 
could not speedily quiet his emoticvis. He had been before 
terrified at the length of hfe which nature promised him, be- 
cause he C(msidered that in a long time much must be en- 
dared : he now rejoiced in his youth, because in many years 
much might be done. This first beam (^ hope that had been 
ever darted into his mind, rekindled youth in his cheeks, and 
doubled the lustre of his eyes. He was fired with the desire 
of doing something, though he knew not yet, with distinct- 
ness, either end or means. He was now no Icmger gloomy 
and cmsocial ; but, considering himself as master of a secret 
stock of happiness, which he. could only enjoy by concealiiiff 
it, he affected to be busy in all the schemes of diversion, and ' 
•ndeavored to make others pleased with the state of which 
he himself was weary. But pleasures can never be so mul 
tiplied or continued as not to leave much of life unemployed ; 
there were many hours, both of the night and day, which he 
could spend without suspicion m solitary thought. The load 
of life was much lightened; he went eagerly mto the assem- 
blies, because he supposed the fi-equency of his presence ne- 
cessary to the success of his purposes ; he retured gladly to 
privacy, because he had now a subject of thought. His 
chief amusement was to picture to himself that world which 
he had never seen, to place himself in various conditions, to 
be entangled in imaginary difficulties, and to be engaged in 
wild adventures ; but his benevolence always terminated his 
projects in the relief of distress, the detection of fraud, the 
defeat of oppression, and the diffusion of happiness. 

Thus passed twenty months of the life of Rasselas. He 
busied himself so intensely in visionary bustle that he forgot 
his real solitude ; and, amidst hourly preparations for the va- 
rious incidents <^ human afikirs, neglected to consider by 
what means he should mingle with mankind. 

One day, as he was sitting on a bank, he feigned to hhnself 
an orphan virgin robbed of her Uttle portion by a treacherous 
lover, and crying afler him for restitution. So strongly was 
the image impressed upon his mind, that he started up m the 
maid*s defence, and ran forward to seize the plunderer with 
all the eagerness of real pursuit. Fear naturally quickens 
the flight of guilt. Rasselas could not catch the fugitive 
with his utmost efforts : but, resolving to weary by perseve- 
rance him whom he could not surpass in speed, he pressed 
on till the foot of the mountain stopped his course. 

Here he recollected himself, and smiled at his own useless 
impetuosity. Then raising his eyes to tho mountain, " This,'* 
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•aid he, « is the fata] obstacle that hinders at once the en- 
joyment (^pleasure and the exercise of virtue. How long is 
It that my hopes and wi^es have flown beyond this boundary 
of my life J wnich yet I never have attempted to surmount !" 
Struck with this reflection, he sat down to muse, and remem 
bered, that since he first resolved to escape from his con- 
finement, the sun had passed twice over him in his annual 
course. He now felt a degree >f regret with which he had 
never been before acquai^ed He considered how much 
might have been done in the time which had passed, and left 
nouing real behind it. He compared twenty months with 
the life of man* "In life," said he ** is not to be counted the 
Ignorance of infancy or imbecility of age. We are long be- 
fore we are able to think, and we soon cease from the power 
of acting. The true period of human existence may be rea- 
mmably estimated at forty years, of which I have mused 
away the four-and-twentieth part. What I have lost was 
certain, for I haVe certainly possessed it ; but of twenty 
mon^ to come who can assure me V* 

The consciousness of his folly pierced him deeply, and he 
was long before he could be reconciled to himself. « The 
rest of my time," said he, " hf^ beer, lost by the crime or 
fiiUy of my ancestors, and the absurd institutions of my coun- 
try ; I remember it with disgust, yet without remorse ; but 
the months that have passed since new light darted into my 
soul, smce I formed k scheme of reasonable felicity, have 
been squandered by my own fault. 1 have lost that which 
•can never be restored ; I have seen the sun rise and set for 
twenty months, an idle gazer on th^ light of heaven : in this 
time tne birds have lefl the nest of their mother, and com- 
nutted themselves to the woods and to the skies ; the kid has 
forsaken the teat, and learned by degrees to cUmb the rocks 
m quest of independent sustenance. I only have made no ad- 
irances, but am still helpless and i^orant. The moon, by 
more Uian twenty changes, admonished me of the flux of 
life ; the stream that rolled before my feet upbraided my in- 
activity. I sat feasting on. intellectual luxury, regardless 
alike of the examples of^e earth and the instructions of the 

Slanets. Twenty mouths are passed, who shall restore 
lem y* 

These sorrowful meditations fastened upon his mind : he 
passed four months in resolving to lose no more time in idle 
resolves, and was awakened to more vigorous exertion, by 
hearing a maid who had broken a porcelam cup, remark, that 
▼hat Cannot be repaired is not to be regretted. 
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This was obvious ; and Rasselas reproaehed himself t!iat 
he had not discovered it ; having not known^ or notxjonsidered, 
how many useful hints are obtamed by chance, and how often 
ihtt mind, hurried by her own ardor to distant views, neglects 
the truths that lie opened before her. He, for a few hours, 
regretted his regret, and from that time bent his whole mind 
upon the means of escaping from the valley of happiness. 



CHAP. V. 
The Prince meditatea hie Eecape, 

Hx now found that it would be very difficult to effect that 
which it was very easy to suppose effected. When he Jooked 
round about him, he saw himself confined by the bars of na* 
ture, which had never yet been broken, and by the gate, 
through which none that had once passed it were ever a^e to 
returti. He was now impatient as an eagle in a grate. He 
passed week after week in clambering the mountains, to see 
if there was any aperture which the bushes might conceal, 
but found all the summits inaccessiUe by their prominence. 
The iron gate he despaired to open ; for it was not only se* 
cured with all the power of art, out was always watched by 
successive sentinels, and was by its position exposed to the 
perpetual observation of all the mhabitants. 

He then examined the cavern through which the waters <A 
the lake were discharged ; and, looking down at a time when 
the sun shone wtrougly upon its mouth, he discovered it to be 
full of broken rocks, which, though they permitted the stream 
to flow through many narrow passages, would stop any body 
of solid bulk. He returned discouraged and dejected ; but, 
having now known the blessing of nope, resolved never tc 
despair. 

In these fruitless researches he spent ten months. The 
time, however, passed cheerfully away ; in the morning he 
rose with new hope, in the evening applauded his own dili- 
gence, and in the night slept sound after his fatigue. He met 
a thousand amusements, which beguiled his labor and diver- 
sified his thoughts. He discerned the various instincts of ani- 
mals, and properties of plants, and found the place replete 
with wonders, of which he proposed to solace himself with the 
contemplation, if he should never be able to accomplish his 
flight , rejoicing that bis endeavors, though yet unsuccessful, 
had suupbed him with a source of inexhaustible inquiry. 

But nis original curiosity was liot yet abated ; he resohred 
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to obtain some knowledge of the ways of men. His wish still 
c<Hitinuecl, but bis hope grew less. He ceased to survey any 
longer the walls of his prisrai, and spared to search by ner 
toils for interstices which he knew could not be found, yet de^ 
termined to keep his design always in view, and lay hold (f 
any expedient time should offer. 



CHAP. VI. 
A DUaertatioh on the Art of Flying, 

Amokq the*artist9 that had been allured into tlie happy 
▼alley, to labor for the accommodation and pleasure of its m« 
habitants, was a man eminent for his knowledge of the me- 
chanic powers, who had contrived manv engines both o use 
9JoA recreation. By a wheel which the stream turned, he 
forced the water into a tower, whence it was distributed to all 
^e apartments of the palace. He erected a pavilion in the 
gnfden, around which he kept the air always cool by artificial 
showers. One of the groves, appropriated to the ladies, was 
Tentilated by fans, to which Uie rivulets that ran through it 
gate a constant motion; and mstruments of soft music were 
played at prqier distances) (^ which some played by the im- 
puise of the wind, and some by the power ^the stream. 

Tins artist was sometimes visited by. Rasselas, who was 
pleased with every kind of knowledge, imagining that the 
time would come when all his acquisitions should be of use to 
him in the open world. He came one day to amuse him- 
self in his usHal manner, and found the master busy in build- 
ing a sailing chariot : he saw that the design was practicable 
upon a level surface, and with e:tpressions of great esteem 
solicited its completion. The workman was pleased to find 
himselTso much regiurded by the prince, and resolved to gain 
yet higher honors. «< Sir," said he, "you have seen but a 
small part of what the medianic science can perform. I have 
been long of opinion, that instead of the tardy conveyance of 
ships and ciuuriots, man mi^t use the swifter migration of 
wings; that the fiekls <^air are open to knowledge, and tha^ 
only ignorance and idleness need crawl upon the ground." 

This hint rekindled the prince's desire ot^ passing the mou 



prmce's desire ol, passing the moun- 
tuns. Having seen what the mechanist had already perform- 
ed, he was willing to fancy tliat he could do more n^et resolv- 
ed to in(]uire farther before he suffered hope to afiuct him by 
disappointment. << I am afraid,^' said he to the artist, " that 
your imagination prevails over your skill, and that you nov 
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tell me rather what you wish than what you know. Every 
animal has his element assi^ed him : the bircb have the aiTj 
.and man and beast the earth." " So, replied the mechanist 
** fishes have the water, in which yet beasts can swim by na^ 
ture, and man by art. He that q^n swim needs not despair 
to fly : to swim is to fly in a grosser fluid, and to fly is to 
swim in a subtler. We are (Hily to proportion our power of 
resbtance to the difierent density of matter through which we 
are to pass. Tou will be necessarily upborne, by the ur, if 
you can renew any impulse upon it faster than the air can re- 
cede from the pressure.'* 

" But the exercise of swimming," said the prince, " is very 
laborious ; the strongest limbs are soon wearied : I am afraid 
the act of flying will be yet more violent ; and wings will be 
of no great use, unless we can fly further than we can swim." 

" Tne labor of rising from the ground," said the artist, «« will 
be. great, as we see it in the heavier dojoaestic fowls; but, as 
we mount higher, the earth's attraction, and the body's gra- 
vity, will be gradually diminished, till we shall arrive «t a re- 
gion where the man shall float m the air wiihoiit any tenden^ 
3v to fall ; no care will then be necessary but to move forward, 
which the gentlest impulse will eflTect. You, sir) whose curi* 
osity is so extensive, will easily conceive with what pleasure 
a philosopher, fumii^ed with wings, and hovering in the sky, 
would see the earth, and all its inhabitants, rolling beneath 
him, and presenting to him . successively, by its diurnal mo- 
tion, all the countries within the same parallel. How aawt 
it amuse the pendent spectator to see the moving bcene of 
land and ocean, cities and deserts ! to survey with equal se- 
curity the marts of trade, and the fields of battle ; mountains 
infested by barbarians, and fruitful regions gladdened by 
plenty and lulled by peace ! How easily shall we then trace 
the Nile through all his passages, pass over to distant regions, 
and examine the state of nature firom one extremity a the 
earth to the other." 

<< All this," said the prince, " is much to be desired, but I 
am afraid that no man "mil be able to breathe in these regiona 
of speculation and tranouillity. I have been told that respi- 
ration is Afficult upon kxly mountains ; yet from these preci* 
pices, though so high as to produce great tenuity of air, it is 
very easy to fall ; Uierefore I suspect, that from any height, 
where li^ can be supported, there may be danger of too quick 
descant." 

** Nothing," replied the artist, « will ever be attempted, if 
til possible objectiooa muft- be first overcone. If yoa wiU 
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fcvor My pniMc^ I win tiy the firat li^ at By ofVTB haard. 
I have e omi dw e d liie Hfu c iu re of all ▼obiitammak.aad find 
the foldiiig c mU ii ui ijr of the bats' wina moat eaaihr aocQBi- 
Bodated to the haauii form. Upon thk model I aball bedn 
■ay task to-OMROir ; and, in a year, expect to tower into die 
air beyond the aadiee and pnrsait of maa. But I \ 



only on tfaia eoaWon, that the art riiall not be dhmlced, and 
tluU yon diaf iioC leqoire me to nake wings for any bat oi»> 
aetres." 

^ Why," said Raasehs, « sfaoold too en?y others ao great 
an advantage? AH skill ought to oe exerted for antrersal 
good; er^ man has owed modi to others, and ooght to re> 
pay the kindness that he has recetved." 

**U men weip all TirtDoas," retomed the artist, '< I riioaki 
with great alacrity teach them to fly. But what would be the 
aeconty of the good if the bad coold at pleasore invade them 
from the skr ? Against an army saflins diroagh the dondss 
neither walls, moimtains,- nor seas, coold aflTord secority. A 
fli^t of northern savages nught hover in the wind, and light 
with irresistible violence upon the capital of a fruitfol region. 
Even this valley, the retreat of princes, the abode of huni- 
ness, might be violated by the sudden descent of some of tne 
naked nations that swarm on the coast of the southern seaP* 

The prince promised gecrecy, and waited for the perfor- 
mance, not wholly hopeless of success. He vinted the work 
from time to tmie, observed its progress, and remarked many 



ingenious contrivances to facilitate motion, and unite levity 
wtth stretigth* The artist was every day more certain that 
he shoukl leave vultures and eagles behind him, and the co»> 



tampon ofhisconfideQce seized upon the prince. Inayeardm 
Wmgs were finished ; and, on a morning appointed, the maker 
appeared furnished for flight on a little promontory : he waY- 
ed nisinnions a while to gather air, then leaped from his stand, 
and in an instant dropped into the lake. His whigs, which 
were of no use in the air, sustained him in the water ; and 
the prince drew him to land half dead with terror and Y«a^ 



CHAP. VII. 

Th€ Fhnetjhidt a Man of teaming. 

The prince was not much afllicted by this disaster, lumng. 
•uffered hhneelf to hope for a hap^er event only beoMue 
he had 00 other jfrnni of efcape-k vww. He Btiupenisteii 




^'Htfl wings, which were of no use in the air, sustained bim 
in the water; and the prince drew him to land, half dead with 
terror and vexation." 
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ja his design to leave the happy valley by the first oppoiw 
tunity. 

His imagination was now at a stand ; he had no prospect 
of entering into the world ; and, notwithstandmg au his en- 
deavors to support himself, disccmtent, by degrees, preyed 
upon him ; and he began again to lose his thtrnfitB m sadness, 
when the rainy season, which in these couomiii periodical, 
made it inconvenient to wander in the woods. 

The rain continued longer and with more violence than had 
ever been known : the clouds broke on the surrounding moiui> 
tains, and the torrents streamed into the plain on every side, 
till the cavern was too parrow to discharge the water. The 
lake overflowed its banks, and all the level of the valley vras 
covered with the inuadatij^n. The eminence on which the 
palace was built, and some other spots of rising ground, wefs 
all that the eye could now discover. The herds and flocki 
left the pasture, and both the wild beasts and the tame r»> 
treated to the mountains. 

This inundation confined all the princes to domestic amuse- 
ments ; and the attention of Rasselas was particularly seized 
bj a poem, which Imlac rehearsed, up<m the various condi- 
tions of humanity. He commanded the poet to attend him 
in his apartment, and recite his verses a second time ; then, 
entering into familiar talk, he thought himself happy in having 
found a man who knew the world so well, and could so skit 
fully paint the scenes of life. He asked a thousand questions 
abcHit things, to which, though common to all other mortals, 
his c<mfinement from childho^ had kept him a stranger. The 
poet pitied his ienorance, and loved his curiosity, a^ enteiw 
tamed him from My to day viriUi novel^ and instruction, so thai 
the prince resretted the necessity of sleep, and l<Niged till the 
momins shoidd renew his pleasure. 

As they were sitting together, the prince commanded Imi 
lac to relate his history, and to tell by what accident he was 
hrc^f or by what motive induced, to close his life in the happy 
valley. As he was going to begin his narrative, Rassebs 
was called to a concert, and obliged to restrain hii eunoailjy 
till the evening. 



CHAP, vin, 

Tkt mttory of hnlae. 

Turn close of the day is, in the regions of the torrid sonei 
the Q«ly season of diversioo and entertaiiiBieiit. and it was 
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dhwefure midnight before the music ceased and the prince8»- 
•« retired. Rajiselas then called for his companion, and re- 
quired him to begin the story of his life. 

" Sir," saiJ Imlac, " my history will not be long: the life 
that is devoted to knowledge passes silently away, and is 
very tittle diversified by events. To talk in public, to think 
in solitude, to rwd and to hear, to inquire and answer inquiries, 
is tlie business of a scholar. He wanders about the world 
without pomp or terror, and is neither known nor valued but 
by men uke nim^ielf. 

" I was bom in the kingdom of Goiama, at no great disf 
tance from the fountain of the Nile. My father was a wealthy 
merchant, who traded between tlie inland countries of Africa 
and the ports of the Red Sea. He was honest, frugal, and 
diligent, out of mean sentiments and narrow comprehension ; 
he desired onlv to be rich, and to conceal his riches, lest he 
should be spoiled by the governor of the provinces.*' 

*< Surely," ssud the pnnce, " my father must be negligent 
of his charge, if any man in his dominions dares take that 
which belongs to another. Does he not know tliat kings are 
accountable for injustice permitted as well as done? If I 
were onperor, not the meanest of my subjects should be op« 
pressed with impunity. My blood toils when I am told that 
a merchant durst not enjoy nis honest gains for fear of losing 
them by the rapacity of power. Name the governor who 
robbed the people, that I may declare his crimes, to the em- 
peror!" 

" Sir," said Imlac, " your ardor is the natural effect of 
virtue animated by youth : the time will come when you will 
acquit your fiuher, and perhaps hear with less impatience of 
the governor. Oppression is, in the Abissinian dominionsf 
neither frequent nor tolerated; but ne form of government 
has been yet discovered, by which cruelty can be wholly pre- 
vented. Subordination supposes power on one part and sub- 
jection on the other ; and if power be in the hands of men, 
It will sometimes be abused. The vi^lance of the supreme 
magistrate may dd much, but much will still remain und<me. 
He can never know all the crimes that are committed, and 
can seldom punish all that he knows." 

" This," said the prince, ** I do not understand; but I had 
rather hear thee than dispute. Contuiue thy narration." 

** My father," proceeded Imlae. "originally intended that 
I should have no other education than such as might qualify 
me for commerce: and discovering in me great strength of 
r and quickness of ^>preheQsioiis otten declared his 
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hope that I should be some time the richest man in Abini* 
nia." 

« Why,'* said the prince, M did thy father desire the hir 
crease of his wealth, when it was jHready greater than he 
durst discorer or enjoy ? C am unwilling to doidbt thy veraci« . 
ty,yet inconsistencies cannot both be true.** 

"Inconsistencies," answered Imlac, <*c«iaiotbotli be right; 
but, imi>uted to man, they may both betnia. Tet diversity 
is not incoBsistency. My father mijght eipect a tinie of 

S eater security. However, some desire is necessary to keep 
is in motion; and he, whose real wants are supplied, must 
admit those of fancy." 

<* This," said the prince, " I can in some measure con- 
ceive. 1 repent that I interrupted thee." 
. "With tnis hope^" proceeded Imlac, "he sent me to 
school : but when I had once found the delight of knowledge, 
vid felt the pleasure of inteltigence and the pride of invent- 
ion, I began silently to despise riches, aiid determined to 
disappoint the purposes of my father, whose grossness of 
conception raised my pity, t was twenty years old before 
his tenderness would expose me to the fatigue of travel ; ia 
which time I had "been instructed, by successive masters, in 
all the literature of my native country. As every hour tau^t 
me something new, I lived in a contmual course of gratifica^ 
tions ; hut^ as I advanced towards manhood, I lost much of 
the reverence with which I hadi^en used to lock on my in- 
structors ; because, when the le8s<ms were ended, I did nol 
6nd them wiser or better than conunon men. 

** At length my father resolved tb initiate me in commerce ; 
and, opening one of his subterranean treasuries, counted out 
ten thousand pieces of gold. This, young man, said he, is 
the stock widi which you must negotiate. I began with less 
than a fifth part^ and you ^ee how difigence and parsimony 
have increased it. This is your own, to waste or to in^irove. 
If you squander it by ne^i^ence or caprice, you must wait 
for my death before you will be rich ; if in four years you 
double your stock) ^^ will thenceforward let sulJordination 
cease, and live tog[ether as friends and partners : for he shall 
be always equal with me, who is equally skilled in the art ol 
growing rich. 

" We laid our money upon camels, concealed in bales oi 
cheap goods, and travelled to the shore df the Red Sea. 
VThen I cast my eye on the expanse of waters, my heart 
boimded like Aat or a prisoner escaped. I felt an unextin* 
g^i8hable curiosity kindle in my mind, and resolved to snatch 
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this 9pportanity of leeing the manners of other nations, and 
of learning sciences unknown in Abissinia. 

<* I remembered that my father had obliged me to the im- 
provement of my stock, not by a promise, which I oug^ht not 
, to violate, but by a penalty, which I was at liberty to mcur ; 
t-Wid therefore det^rauhed to ^tify my predominant desire, 
r and, by drinkinjg at the fountam of knowledge, to quench the 
thirst of curiosity. 

** As I was supposed to trade without connexicm with my 
father, it was easy for me to become acquainted with the 
master of a ship, and procure a passage to some other coun- 
try. I had no motives of choice to regulate my voyage. It 
was sufficient for me, that, wherever I wandered, I should 
see a country Which I had not seen before. I therefore en- 
tered a ship Dooud for Sural, having lefl a letter fOr my father 
declaring .ny intention.** 

CHAP. IX. 
Tlta Sutoryof Jmlac oontinutd* 

^ When I first entered upon the world of waters, and lost 
flight of land, I looked i^und about me in pleasing terror, ai^ 
thmkmg my soul enlarged by the boundless prospect, ima- 
ged that I could gaze around for ever without satiety ; but, 
m a short time, I erew weary of looking on barren uniioimity, 
where I could only see a^am what I had ah-eady seen. I 
then descended into the snip, and doubted for a while whe» 
ther all my future pleasures would not end, like this, in disgust 
and disappointment. Yet surely, said I, the ocean and the 
land are very different; the only variety of water is rest and 
motion, but the earth has mountains aiid valleys, deserts and 
cities ; it is inhabited by men, of different customs, and con- 
trary opinions ; and I may hope to find variety in life, though 
I should miss it in nature. 

" With this thought I quieted my mind ; and amused my- 
self during Uie voyage, sometimes by learning from the sail- 
ors the art df navigation, which I have never practised, and 
sometimes by forming schemes for my conduct in different 
situations, in not one of which I have been ever placed. 

<<I was almost weary of my naval amusements, when We 
safely lapded at Surat. I secured my money, and, purchas- 
ing 9om^ commodities for show, joined myseff to a caravap 
that was passing into the inland country. My companions, 
for some reason or other, conjecturing that I was rjch, and, 
ty my in<]|uiries and admiration, finding that I w^b ignorant. 
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considered me as a novice whom they had a right to cheat, 
and who was to learn, at the usual expense, the art of fraud. 
They exposed me to the theft of servants and the exaction 
of omcers, and saw me plundered upon false pretences, wiUi- 
out any advantage to themselves, but that of rejoicing in the 
superiority of their own knowledge." .^^ 

*( Stop a moment," said the prince t « is there such d4»«^^9th 
prayky m man^ as that he should injure another without *fte* ' 
nefit to himself? I can easily conceive that all are pleased 
with superiority ; but your ignorance was merely accidental, 
which, being neither your crime nor your follv, could afford 
them ho reason to applaud themselves; and tne knowledge 
which they had, and which you wanted, they might as effeo- ^ 
tually have shown by warning, as betraying you." 

** Pride," said Imlac, ** is seldom dehcate ; it will please 
itself with very mean advantages ; and envy feels not its own 
happiness but when it may be compared with the misery of 
others. They were my enemies because, they crievea to 
think me rich, and my oppressors because they delighted to 
find me weak." 

" Proceed," said the prince : ** I doubt not of the facts 
which you relate, but imagine that you impute them to mis- 
taken motives." 

'* In this company," said Imlac, *' I arrived at Agra, the 
capital of Indostan, the city iu which the Great Mogul com- 
monly resides. I applied myself to the language of the 
country, and in a few mouths was able to converse with the 
leai'ne^ men ; some of whom I found morose and reserved ; ^ 
and others easy and comnmnicative ; some were unwilling 
to teach another what they had with difficulty learned thenv 
selves; and some showed that the end of thev studies wast« 
gain the dignity of instrucling. 

" To the tutor of the youHg princes I recommended my- 
self 60 much, that I v»za presented to the emperor as a uaiQ 
of unuotumun knowledge. ^ The . emperor asked me many 

?uestion« concerning my cuiintry and tny travels ; and though 
cannot now recoUeot anv thiii;: ihai he uttered above the 
power of a common man, lie disrnUsed me astonished at his 
wi^dora, and enamoured of lits goodness. 

" My credit was wiw so high, that the merchants with 
whom I had travelled applied to me for recommendations to 
the ladies of the court. [ wa& surprised at their confidence 
of solicitation, ami gently reproached them with thciKprac* 
tices on the road. Tney heunl me wiUi cold indifference, anc 
showed no tokens of ^ame or sorrow. 



h ■ 
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** Thej then urged their request with the offer of a inndiu, 
but what I would not do (or kindness I. would not 'do for 
mohey, and refused them ; not because they had injured me ; 
# but because f would not enable them to injure others ; for I 

knew they would have made use of my^ credit to cheat those 
who should buy their wares. 

" Having resided at Af^a fill there was no more to be 
teamed, I travelled into Persia; where I saw m'anrremaiiis 
of ancient magnificence, and observed many new accommo- 
dations of Ufe. The Persians are a nation eminently social^ 
and their assemblies afforded me daily opportunities of re- 
markmg characters and manners, and of tracing human na- 
ture through an its variations. 

" From Persia I passed into Arabia, where I saw a na* 
tion pastoral, and warlike ; who lived without any settled ha- 
bitation, whose wealth is thinr flocks and herds, and who have 
carried on, through ag<es, an hereditary war with mankind, 
though they never covet norenvy their possessions.** 

CHAP. X. 

Indac^s Hilary continued. A IHssertatUm upon Poetry. 

" Wherever I went, 1 fonnH that poetry was consideresd 
as the highest learning, and roerarded with a veneration some- 
what apprpachin*; to that which man would pay to angelic na- 
ture. And yet it fills me with wonder, that, in almost all 
countries, the most ancient poets are considered as the best i 
whether it be that every other kind of knowledge is an ac 
quisition gradually attained, and poetry is a gift conferred a» 
oitce ; or that the first poetry of every nation surprised them 
as a novelty, and retained the credit by consent which it re- 
ceived by accident at first ; or whether, as the province oi 
poetry is to describe nature and passion, which are alwaya 
the same, the first writers took possession of the most strik- 
ing objects for description and the most probable occurrences 
for fiction, and left nothing to those that followed th^m but 
transcription of the same events, and new cotnbinations or 
the same images. Whatever be the reason, it is commonlj . 
observed that the eariy writers are in possession of nature, 
and their followers of art; ttiat the first excel in strength and 
mvention, and the latter in elegance and refinement. 

** I was desirous to add my name to this illustrious frater- 
nity. I read all the poets of Persia and Arabia, and was 
able to repeat by memory the volumes that are suspended in 
the mosque of Mecca. But I soon found that no man waa 
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ever great Ij imitation. My desire of excellence impeiiea 
me to transfer my attention to nature and to life. Isature 
was to be my sumect, and men to be my auditors. I could 
never describe what I had not seim ; I could not hope to' 
move those with deligl^t or terror, whose interests and opi* 
nions I did not understand. 

" Being now resolved to be a poet, I saw everv thing vdth 
a new purpose ; my sphere of attenti(m was suddenly ma^ 
nified; no kind of knowledge was to' be overlooked, i 
ranged mountains and deserts for images and resemblances, 
ana pictured upon my mind every tree of the forest ana 
flower of the vaJley. I observed with equal care the crags 
of the rock and the pinnacles of the palace.— -Sometimes I 
wandered along the mazes of the nvulet, and sometime! 
watched the changes of the saBHBer doads.— To a poet no- 
thing can be useless. "Whatever is beantifiil, and whatever 
is dreadful, must be fkmiliar to his imag^tion; he must be 
conversant with all that is awfiiUy vast or elegancy little. 
The plants of the garden, the ammals of the wood, the mi- 
nerals of the earth, and meteOrs of the sky, must aU concur 
to store his mind with inexhaustible variety ; for every idea 
is useful for the enforcement or decoration of moral fxt reli* 
giotts truth ^ and he who knows most will have most power 
of diversifying his scenes, and of gratifying his reader with 
remote allusions and unexpected instructioB. 

<< AU the appearances of nature I was therefore carefiil to 
itufly ; and eyeiy country h iiich I have surveyed has contri- 

'ou must surely 
now vrithin the 

circuit of the mountains, and yet cannot walk abroad with- 
out the sight of something which I had never beheld before, 
or never heeded." 

** The business of a poet," said Ifnlae, "is to examine, 
not the mdividual, but the species ; to remark general pro* 
perties and large appearances; he does not number the 
streaks of the tulip, or describe the different shades of the 
verdure of the forest. He is to exhibit in his portraits ot 
nature' such prominent and striking features as recall th« 
original to every mind ; and must, neglect the minuter dis- 
criminations, which one may have remarked, and anothet 
have neglected, for those characteristics which are alike cIh 
▼ious to vigBanoe and cankHMmess. 

"Bat the knowledge of nature ia only half the task of a 
tioet; he miial be ftocpMiDted likewiae with all the modes of 
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GTe. His character requires that he estimate the happuiess 
and misery of every condition ; observe the power of ail the 
passions, in all their corobinalicms ; and trace the changes ni 
the human mind, as they are modified by various instituluMis 
and accidental influences of climate or custom, from the 
sprightliness of infancy to the despondence of decrepitude. 
He must divest himself of the prejudices of his ajge and 
country j; he must consider right and wronc in their abstract- 
ed and invariable state ; he must disregard present laws and 
opinions, and rise to general and transoendental truths, 
which will always be the same : he must, therefore, content 
himself with the slow progress of his name, contettn the 
prabe of his own time, and commit his claims to the ^rostice 
of posteritjr. He must write as the interpreter of natulre, 
ana the le^lator of mankind, and consider himself as pre- 
siding over the thoughts and manners of future generations, 
as a being superior to time and place. 

" His labor is not yet at an eiid ; he Ihust know many lain 
ffuages and many sciences *, and, that his style may be wor« 
Uiy of his thoughts, must, by incessant practice, famitiarize 
to himself every delicacy of speech and grace of narmony^'* 

CHAP. XI. 

Imlac^t NarraHve continued. A Sint on Pilgrimage, 

Imlac now felt the enthusiastic fit, and was proceeding to 
aggrandize his own profession, wheh the prince cried out, 
" Enough ! thou hast convinced me that no human being can 
ever be a poet. Proceed with thy narration.'* 

" To be a poet," said Imlac, " is indeed very difficult.' 
" So difficultj" returned the prince, " that I will at present 
hear no more of his labors. Tell me whither you went 
when you had seen Persia." 

" From Persia," said the poet, " I travelled through 
Syria, and for three years resided in Palestine, where I con- 
versed with great numbers of the northern and western na- 
tions of Europe ; the nations which are now in possession 
of all power and all knowledge , whose armies are irresisti- 
ble, and whose fleets command the remotest parts of ^he 
globe. When I compared these men with the natives o( 
(Hir own kingdom and those that surround us, they appeareu 
almost another order of beings. In their countries it is diflS- 
cult to wish for any thing that ma^-not be obtained : a thou- 
sand arts, T>f whicn we never heard, are continually laborkig 
for their conveliienbe and pleasure ; and whatever th^ir own 
dimate has denied them is supplied by their commerce.** 

"By what means,'* said the prince, " are the Europeam 
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Ifails powerful ? or why, since they can so easily visit Asia 
mod Africa for trade or conquest, cannot the Asiatics and 
Africans invade their coasts, plant colonies in their ports, 
and give laws to their natural princes ? The same wind 
that carries them back would bring us thither.'* 

" They are "more powerful, sir, than we," answered Im- 
lac, " because they are wiser ^ knowledge will always pre- 
dominate over ignorance, as maa governs the other animals. 
But why their knowledge is more than ours, I know not 
what reason can be given but the unsearchable will of the 
Supreme Being.*? 

** When," said the prineo/With a sigh, " shall I be able to 
visit Palestine, and mingle with thb mighty confluence of 
nations ? Till that happy moment shall arrive, let me fill up 
the time with such rejpresentations as thou canst give me. 1 
am not ignoruit of the. motive that assembles such numbers 
in that place, and cannot but consider it as the centre of 
wisdom and piety« to which the best and wisest menT^ every 
land must be continually resorting." 

" There ar^ some nations," said Imlac, " that send few 
visitants to Palestine ; for Bumy nuQierous and learned sects 
m Europe concur to censure pilgrimage as superstitious, or 
deride it as ridiculous." 

"Touknow,*' said the prince, <<how little mjr life has 
oiade me acquainted with diversity of opinions : it will be 
too long to hear the arguments on botlr sides ; you^ that have 
o<Hisidered them, tell me the result." 

<< Pilgrimage," said Imlac, " like many other acts of piet]|rt 
mky be reasonable or superstitious, according to the princip 
pies upon which it is pertbrmed. Long journeys in search of 
truth arcf not cdmmanded. Truth, such as is necessary to 
the regulation of life, is always found where it is honestiy 
Bou§[ht. Change of place is bo natural cause of the increase 
<^ piety, for it mevitably produces dissipation of mind. Yet, 
since men go every day to view the fields where great actions 
have been performed, and return with stronger impressions 
of the event, curiosity of the same kind may naturally dis- 
pose us to view that country whence our religion had its be- 
ginning ; and I believe no man surveys those awful scenes 
without some confirmation of holy resolutions. That the 
Supreme Being may be more easilv propitiated in one place 
than in another, is Uie dream oi idle superstition ; but that 
some places may operate upon our own minds in an unooiii- 
mon manner, is an opinion which hourly experience will jus- 
tiQr. He who supposes that his vices may oe more success- 
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uUy combated in ^estiiie will, perhaps, find hunaelf mis* 
taken ; yet he mav go thither without ioUy : he who thinks 
diey will be more freely pardoned, dishonors at once his rear 
son and religion." 

" These,** said tne prince, ** are Earop€»an distinctiQiis. 
I will consider them another time. What have you found 
to be the effect of knowledge ? Are those nations happier 
than we ?" 

" There is so moch infelicity ,** said the poet, ** in the 
w<Mid, that scarce any man has leisure from nis own dis- 
tresses to estimate the comparative happiness of others. 
Knowledge is eertamly one of the means of pleasure, as is 
confessed by the natural desire which every mind feels of in- 
ereasing its ideas. Ignorance is mere pnvation^ by which 
nothing can be produced ; it is a vacuity in which the socd 
sits motionless and torpid for want of attraction ; and, with- 
out knowing why , we always rejoice when we learn, and 
crieve when we forget. I am therefore inclined to conclude, 
Uiat if nothing counteracts the natural consequence of learn* 
mg, we grow more happy as our minds take a wider range. 

** In enumerating the particular comforts of life, we shall 
find many advantages on the rade of the Europeans. They 
cure woinids and diseases with which we lang[iiish and pe- 
rish. We suffer inclemencies of weather which they can 
obviate. They h^ve engines for the despatch of many labo- 
nous works, which we mpst perform^ dv manual industry. 
Titore is such comniunication between distant places, tlul 
one friend can hardly be said to be absent firom another. 
Their policy removes all public incoavenifnces : they have 
roads cut throu^ the mountains ; and bridges laid upon th^ 
nVers. And, u we descend to the privacies of life, theii 
habitations are vaote commo£ou8, and their possessions are 
more secure." 

« They ire surely happy," said the prince, " who hfive aU 
tfiese conveniences, of which I envy none so much as the 
fecility with which separated friends interchange their 
thoujrfits." 

** The Europeans," answered Imlac, " are less unhappy 
than we, but they are not happy. Human life is every 
where a state in which much is to be endured, and little to 
been|oyed.'^ 
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CHAP. XIL 
Ute Story of InUac eonimued. 
" t AM not willing," said the prince, *< to suppose that hap* 
piness is so parsimoniously distributed to inortals; nor can I 
believe but Uiat, if I had the choice of life, I iliould be able 
to fill ev«ry day with pleasure. I would injure no man, and 
should provoke no resentments : I would relieve every dis- 
tress, and should enjoy the benedictions of gratitude. I 
would choose my friends among th^ wise, add my wife 
among the virtuous ; and therefore should be in no danger 
from treachery or unkindness. My children should, by my 
Mure, be learned and pious, and wocud repay to my age what 
their childhood had received. What would dare to molest 
him who might call on every side to thousands enriched by 
hift bounty, or assisted by his power? And why should not 
life glide away in the son remprocatioii of protection and re- 
verence ? All this may be done widiout the help of Eun>» 
pean refiaements, which appear by their effects to be rather 
specious than useful. Let us leave them, and pursue our 
journey," 

" From Palestine,'* said imlac, " I passed through man? 
regions of Asia ; in the more civUized lungdoms as a trader 
and among the barbarians of the mountains as a pilgrim. A 
last I began to long for my native country, that I might re- 
pose after my travels and fatigues, in the places where I haa 
rit my earliest years, and gladden my old companions with 
recital of my adventures. Often did I figure to myself 
tho^e with whom I had sported away the gay nours of dawn- 
ing life, sitting round me in its evening, wondering at my 
tales, lund listening to my counsels. 

" When thu thought had taken possession of my mind, I 
considered every moment as wasted which did not bring me 
nearer to Abissinia. I hastened into Egypt, and, notwith- 
standing my impatience, was detuned ten months in tjhe con- 
templation <^ its ancient magnificence, and in inquiries after 
the remains of its ancient learning. I found in Cfairo a mix- 
ture of aU nations ; some brou^t thither by the love of 
knowledge, some by the hope of gain, many by the desire q* 
Uviim^ after their own manner without observation, and of ly* 
iBtthid in the obecurity of multitudes : for in a city poduHmw 
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as Cairo, it is possible to obtain at the same time the gratifi> 
cations of society, and the secrecy of solitude. 

" From Cairo I travelled to Suez, and embarked on the 
Red Sea, passing along the coast, tUl I arrived at the port 
from which I had departed twen^ years before. Here I 
joined myself to a caravan, and re-entered my native country. 

" I now expected the caresses of my kmsmen, and the 
congratulations of my friends ; and was not without hope 
that my father, whatever value he had set upon richea, 
would own with gladness and pride a son who was aUe to 
add to the felicity and honor of tne nation. But I was^sobn 
coivinced that my thoughts were vain. My father had been 
dead fourteen years, mivine divided his we^th among my 
b«t)thers, who were removed to some other provinces. Of 
my companions, the greater part were in the grave ; of the 
rest, some could with difficulty remember me, and some caof 
sidered me as one corrupted hy foreign manners. . 

" A man used to vicissitudes is not easily dejected. I 
forgot, aiVer a time, my disappointment, ana endeavored to 
recommend myself to the nobles of the kingdom : they ad- 
mitted me to their tables, heard m}r story, and dismissed me. 
I opened a school, and was prohibited to teach. I then re* 
solved to sit down in the quiet of domestic life, and addressed 
a lady that was fond of my conversation, but rejected my 
suit because my father was a merchant. 

** Wearied at last with solicitation and repulses, I resolved 
to hide myself for ever from the world, and depend no longer 
on the opmion or caprice of othersi I waitcnl for the time 
when the gate of the happy valley should open, that I might 
bid fareweU to hope and fear : the day came ; my perform- 
ance was distinguished with favor, and I resigned myself with' 
j.oy to perpetual confinement." 

" Hast thou here found happiness at last?" said fiasselas. 
" Tell me without reserve ; art thou content with thy condi- 
tion ? or dost thou wish to be ftgain wandering and inquiring? 
All the inhabitants of this valley celebrate meir lot, and, at 
the annuid visit of the emperor, invite others to partake of 
their felicity." 

"Great prince," said Imlac, <<I shall speak the truth: I 
know not one of all your attendants who does not lament the 
hour when he entered this retreat. I am less unhappy than, 
the rest, because I have a mind replete with images, whidi 
I can vary and combme at pleasure. I can amuse my soli- 
tude by the renovation of the knowledge which begins to fade 
from my memory, and by recollectioa of the accidents of my 
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past life. Tet ail this ends in the sorrowful consideration 
that my acquirements are now useless, and that none of my 
pleasures can be again enjoyed. The rest, whose mindi9( 
have no impression but of the present moment, are either 
corroded by malignant passions, or sit stupid in the gloom of 
perpetual vacancy." 

. *' What passions can infest those," said the pnnce, *' who 
have no rivals ? We are in a place where impotence pre- 
cludes malice, and where all envy is repressed by communi- 
ty of enjoyments." 

" There may be community," said Imlac, " of material 
possessions, but there can never be community of love or of 
esteem. It must happen that one will plfease more than an* 
other : he that knows himself despised will always be en- 
vious : and still more envious ana malevolent if he is con- 
demned to li^e in the presence of those who despise him. 
The invitations by which they allure others to a state which 
they feel to be wretched, proceed from the natural malignity 
of nopeless misery. They are weary of themselves, and of 
each other, and expect to find relief in new companiona 
They envy the liberty which their folly has forfeited, and 
would gladly see all mankind imprisoned like themselves.* 

" From this crime, however, I am wholly free. No man 
can say that he is wretched by my persuasion. I look with 
pity on the crowds who are annually soliciting admission to 
captivity, and wish that it were lawful for me to warn them 
of their danger." 

" My dear Imlac,'* said the prince, " I will open to thee 
my whole heart. I have long meditated an escape from the 
happy valley. I have examined the mountain on every side, 
but nnd myself insuperably barred : teach me the way to 
break my prison ; thou shalt be the companion of my flight, 
the guide of my rambles, the partner of my fortune, and my 
sole director in the choice of /t/e." 

" Sir," answered the poet, " your escape will be difficult, 
and, perhaps, you may soon repent your curiosity. The 
world, which you figure to yourself smooth and quiet as the 
lake in the valley, you wUl find a sea foaming witp tempests 
and boiling with whirlpools; you will be sometimes over- 
whelmed by the waves of violence, and sometimes dashed 
against the rocks of treachery.- Amidst wrongs and frauds, 
competitions and anxieties, you will wish a thousand times fot 
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these seatB of quiet, and willingly quit hope to be free from 
fear.»' 

*< Do not leek to deter me from my purpoee," raid tha 
prince : *< I am impatient to see what thou naat teen ; and 
since thou art thyself weary of the valley, it is evident that 
thy former state was better than this. Whatever be the coo- 
sequence of my experiment, I am resolved to judee with mine 
own eyes of the various conditions (Mf men, and then to make 
deliberately my choice of hfeJ* 

" I am afraid," said Imlac, " you are hindered by strong 
restraints than my persuasions; yet, if your determination 
is fized^ I do not counsel you to despair. Few thiafs ar^ 
impossible to diligence and skill.^' 

CHAP. xm. 

RaaadoM dimmvers the Means qf Etoapt^ 

The prince now dismissed his favorite to rest, but the nar- 
rative of wonders and novelties filled his mind with pertor- 
bation. He rev<dved all that he had heard, and prepared in- 
numerable questions for the morning. 

Much of his uneasiness was now removed. He had a 
friend to whom he could impart his thoughto, and whoee ex- 
perience could assist him in his designs. JBus heart was no 
longer condemned to swell with silent vexaticm. He thought 
that even the happy valley might be endured with such a 
companion, and that^ if thev coiud range the world together, 
he snoold have nothing furtner to desire. 

In a few days the water was discharsed, and the ground 
dried. The prince and Imlac then walked out together, to 
converse without the notice of the rest. The prince, wnose 
thoughts were always on the wing, as he passed by the gate, 
said, with a countenance of sorrow, *< Why artthou so strong, 
and why is man so weak ?" 

<<Man is not weak^'* answered his companion; << know- 
ledge is more than equivalent to force. The master of me- 
chanics laughs at strength. I can burst the gate, but cannot 
do it secretly. Some other expedient must be tried." 

As they were walking on the ade of the mountain, they 
observed that the conies, which the rain had driven from their 
burrows, had taken shelter amone the bushes, and formed 
holes behind them, tending upwards in an oblique line. 

" It has been the opinion of antiquity," said Imlac, '* that 
human reason borrowed many arts from the instinct of ani- 
mals ; let us, therefore, not think ourselves degraded by learn- 
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ing from the cony. We mayescape by piercing the moun 
tain in the same direction. We will begin where the sum 
mil hangs over the middle part, and labor upward till we shaD 
issue out beyond the prommence." 

The eyes of the prinde, when he heard this proposal, spark- 
led with joy. The execution was easy, and the success cer 
tain. 

No time was now lost. They hastened early in the mom* 
in£ to choose a place proper for their mine. They clamber 
ecTwith great fatigue among crags and brambles, and return* 
ed without having discovered an v part that favored their de- 
sign. The second and the third day were spent in the same 
manner, and with the same frustration. But on the fourth 
they found a small cavern, concealed by a thicket, where they 
resolved to make their experiment. 

Imlac procured instruments proper to hew stone and re- 
move earth, and they fell to theu' work the next day^^ith 
more eagerness than vigor. They were presently exhausted 
oy their efforts, and sal down to pant upon the grass. The 
prince, for a moment, appeared to be discouraged. " Sir,** 
said his companion, " practise will enable us to continue our 
labor for a longer time : mark, however, how far we have ad- 
vanced, and ye will find that our toil will some time have as 
end. Great works are performed not by strength, but per- 
severance : yonder palace was raised by single stones, j^et 
you see its height and spaciousness. He that shall walk with 
vigor three hours a day, will pass in seven years a space equal 
to the circumference of the globe.*' 

They returned to their work day ailer day, and, in a short 
time, found a fissure in the rock, which enabled them to pass 
Car with very little obstruction. This Rasselas considered 
as a good omen. ** Do not disturb your mind," said Imlac, 
** with other hopes or fears than reason may suggest: if you 
are pleased with prognostics of good, you will be terrified 
likewise with tokens of evil, and your whole life will be a prey 
to superstition. Whatever facilitates our work is more than 
an omen ; it is a cause of success. This is one of those 
pleasing surprises which oflen happen to active resolution 
Many tilings difiicult to design prove easy to performance.'' 

CHAP. XIV. 
Rassdas and Imlac receive an unexpected Visit, 
They had now wrought their way to the middle, and so* 
Aced their toil with the approach of liberty, when the prince, 
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cominf^ down to rcfresn himself with air, found his nsterNe- 
kayah standine at the mouth of the cavity. He started, and 
stood confused, afraid to tell his desi^, and yet hopeless to 
conceal it. A few moments determined him to repose on 
her fidelity, and secure her secrecy by a decUratioa witfaoal 
reserve. 

" Do not ima^ne," said the princess, " that I came hither 
as a spy : I had long observed tirom my window thai you and 
Imlac directed your walk every day towards the same poinU 
but I did Wit 8upfM)se you had any better reason for the pre- 
ference than a cooler shade, or more fragrant bank; nor fbl* 
lowed you with any other design than to partake of your con- 
vernation. Since,' then, not suspicion but fondness has de- 
tected you, let me not U»se the advantage of my discovoy. 
I am ecjually weary of confinement Wiiti yourself, and not 
lc88 desirous of knowing what is done or suffered in the world. 
Permit roe to fly with you from this tasteless tranqiiillitv* 
which will yet grow more loathsome when you have left me. 
You may deny me to accompany you, but cannot hinder me 
from following." 

The prince, who loved Nekayah above his other sisters, 
had no inclination to refuse her request, and grieved that he 
had lost an opportunity of showing his conodence by a ▼<>• 
luntarv communication. It was therefore agreed, that she 
should leave the valley witii them ; and that, in the mean 
time, she shoukl watch lest any other straggler should, b]r 
chance or curiosity, follow them to the mountain. 

At length their labor was at an end : they saw light be- 
yond the prominence, and, issuing to the top of the moun- 
tain, beheld the Nile, yet a narrow current, wandering be- 
neath them. 

The prince looked round with rapture, anticipated all the 
jleasures of travel, and in thought was already transpmled 
Deyond his father's dominions. Imlac, though very joyful at 
his escape, had less expectation of pleasure in the world, 
which he had before tried, and of which he had been weary. 

Rasselas was so much delighted with a wider horizon, that 
he could not soon bo persuaded to return into the valley. ELe 
mformed his sister that the way was now open, and that no« 
tiling now remained but to prepare for their departure. 
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CHAP. XV. 



The Prince and Princess leave the Valley, and tee many 
Wonders. 

The prince and princess had jewels sufficient to make 
them rich whenever they came into a place of commerce 
which, by Imlac's direction, they hid in their clothes, and, on 
the night of the next full moon, all left the valley. The prin- 
cess was followed only by a single favorite, who did not know 
whither she was going. 

They clambered through the cavity, and began to go down 
on the other side. The princess and her maid turned their 
eyes toward every part, and seeing nothing to bound their 
prospect, considered themselves in danger of being lost in a 
dreary vacuity. They stopped and trembled. " I am al- 
most afraid," said the princess, " to begin a journey, of whidi 
I cannot perceive an end, and to venture mto this immense 
plain, where I may be approached on every side by men 
whom I never saw." The prince felt nearly the same emo- 
tions, though he thought it more manly to conceal them. 

In^ac smiled at their terrors, and encouraged them to pro- 
oeed ; but the princess continued irresolute till she had been 
imperceptibly drawn forward too far to return. 

In the morning they found some shepherds in the field, who 
■et some milk and fruit before them. The princess wonder- 
ed that she did not see a palace ready for her reception, and 
a table spread with delicacies ; but beins faint and hungry, 
■he drank the milk and ate the fruits, ana thought them of a 
higher flavor than the products of the valley. 

They travelled forward by easy journeys, being all unac- 
customed to toil and difficulty, and knowing tiiat, though they 
might be missed, they could not be pursued. In a few days 
chey came into a more populous region, where Imlac was di- 
verted with the admiration which his companions expressed 
at the diversity of manners, stations, and employments 
Their dress was such as might not bring upon them the su» 
picion of having any thing to conceal ; yet the prince, wher- 
ever he came, expected to be obeyed, and the princess was 
frighted, because those who came into her presence did not 
'>ro8trate themselves. Imlac was forced to observe them 
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irith great vigilance, test they ihould betray their rank toy 
Jieir uniuual behavior, and detained them several weeks in 
the first village, to accustom them to the sight of commoo 
mortals. 

By degrees the royal wanderers were taught to understand 
that they had for a time laid aside their dignity, and were to 
expect only such regard as liberality and courtesy couM pro- 
cure. Ana Imlac, having, by many admonitions, prepared 
them to endure the tumults of a port, and the raggedness of 
the commercial race^ brought them down to the sea-coast. 

The prince and his sister, to whom every thing was new. 
were gratified equally at aU places, and therefore remained 
for some months at tne port without any inclmation to pass 
forther. Imlac was content with their stay, because he did 
not think it safe to expose them, unpractised in the woiid, to 
(he hazards of a foreign country. 

At last he began to fear lest they shoukl be discovered, and 
pro{>os«d to fix a day for their departure. They had no pre- 
lenstons to judge for themselves, and referred the wnole 
scheme to his direction. He therefore took passa^ in a shq> 
to Suez, and when the time came, with great difficulty pre> 
▼ailed on the princess to enter the vessel. They had a qaidc 
and prosperous voyage ; and firom Suez travelled by land to 
Cairo. 

CHAP. XVI. 
They enter Ccaro, andjind every Man happy. 

As they approached the city, which filled the strangers with 
tstonishment, " This," said Imlac to the prince, << is the 
place where travellers and merchants assemble firom all coi^ 
ners of the earth. Tou will here find men of every charac- 
ter, and every occupation. Commerce is here hcmoraible : 
I will act as mercnant, and you shall live as strangers, 
who have no other end of travel than curiosity ; it will soon 
be observed that we are rich : our reputation will procure us 
access to all whom we shall desire to know ; you snail see all 
the cobditions of humanity, and enable yourselves at leisure 
to make your ehoice of life *^ 

They now entered the town, stunned by the noise, and o& 
fond/sd by the crowds. Instruction had not yet so prevailed 
over habii, but ihai they wondered to see themselves pass 
un.iistinguishod along the streets, and met by the lowest oc 
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liie people without reverence or notice. The princess coukil 
not at first bear the thought of being levelled with the vulgar, 
and for some time continued in her chamber, where she was 
served by her favorite, Pekuah, as in the palace of the val- 
ley. 

Imlac, who understood traffic, sold part of the iewels 
the next da^, and hired a house, which he adorned with 
such magameenoe, that he was immediately considered 
as a merchant df great wealth. His politeness attracted 
many acquaintance, and his generosity made him courted by 
many dependants. His companions,, not being able to mix in 
(he conversation, could make no discovery of their isnoranoa 
or surprise, and were gradually initiated m the worU^ as they 
gained knowledge- of the language. 

The prince luid, by frequent lectures, been taught the um 
and nature of money ; but the ladies could not, for a long time 
comprehend what the meicbants did with small pieces of ^Id 
and silver, or whgr things of so little use should be received 
as an equivalent to the necessaries of life. . 

They studied the language two jears, while Imlae was 
preparing to set before mem the vanous ranks and conditions 
of mankind. He ^ew acquainted with all who had any thing 
micommon in their fortune or conduct. He frequented the 
vohiptuous and the frugal, the idle and the busy, the aiercbants 
and the men of learning. 

The prince now bemg able to converse with fluencjc and 
having learned the oautioB necessary to be observed in his ' 
intercourse with strangers, began to accompany Imlac te 
places of resort, and to enter into all assemblies, that ha 
might make his choice tflife. 

For some time he thought choice needless, because all ap- 
peared to him really happy. Wherever he went he met cay- 
ety and kindness, and heard the song of joy or the lau^ of 
eareleesness. He began to believe that the world overflowed 
with universal plenty, and that nothing was withheld either 
from want or merit ; that every hand showered lH>erality, axMl 
every heart melted with benevolence : ** and who then," saya 
he, " will be suffered to be wretched T^ 

Imlac permitted the pleasing delusion, and was imwiUing 
to crush tne hope of inexperience : till one day, having sat a 
while silent, "1 know not," said the prince, *< what can be 
the reason that I am more unhappy than any of our friends 
I see them perpetually and unalterably cheerful, but feel my 
own mind restless and uneasy. I am unsatisfied with those 
pleasures which I seem most to court. I live in the crowds 
3 
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of ioUitj, HOC w mucn «o enjoy ooni|MUBy as to ■hun iDyieir 
and am only loud and merry to conceal taiy sadneas.^ 

** Every man,* said Imlac, " may, by examining hin* own 
Bind, guess what passes in the minds of others : when yoQ 
feel that your own gayety is counterfeit, it may Justty lead you 
to suspect that of your comMcnicHM not to be smcere. Envy 
» commonly reciprocal. We are long bef<Nre we are cod* 
yinced that happiness b nerer to be found, and each belieres 
H possessed by others, to keep alive the hope of obtaimng h 
for himself. In the 88sembl]r> where you passed the lasi 
Bu^t, there appeared such sprightliness of an*, and volatility 
oflancy^ as might have suited bein^ of a higher order, formedl 
to inhabit serener regions, inaccessil^e to care or sorrow : yet, 
believe me, prince, there was not one who dad not dread the 
moment when solitude should deUver him to the tyranny ol 
reflection." 

" This," said the prince, " may be true of others, shice itla 
true of me ; yet, whatever be the general infelicity of man, 
one condition is more happy than another, and wisdom surely 
directs us to take the least evil in the choice qfUfe.^* 

*< The causes of good and evil," answered InoJac, '* are so 
various and uncertam, so often entangled with each other, so 
diversified by various relations, and so much subject to acci- 
dents which cannot be foreseen, that he who would fix his 
condition upon incontestable reasons of preference, must livai 
and die inquiring an«i deliberating." 

" But surely," said Rasselas, ** the wise men, to whom we 
fisten with reverence and wonder, chose that mode of 1^ 
lor themselves which they thought most fikely to make theiB 



/ ery few," said the poet, " live by choice. Every xnan 
18 placed in the present condition by causes which acted with- 
out his foresight, and with which he did not always wiptngly 
co-operate ; and therefore you will rarely meet one who doea 
not tnink the lot of his neighbor better than his own." 

** I am pleased to think," said the prince, " that my birtb 
has given roe at least one advantage over others, by enabling 
me to determine for myself. I have here the world before 
me * I will review it at leisure : surely happiness is somewhere 
o be found." 
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CHAP. XVII. 
3%« Prince astbciatea vxith young Men of tpiiit and gcu/ety, 

Rabselas rose next day, and resolveil to begin his experi* 
ments upon life. " Youth," cried he, "•* is the time of glad- 
ness : I will join myself to the young itaen, whose only busi- 
ness b to gratify their desires, and whqse time is all spent in 
a succession of enjoyments." - 

To sudi societies ne was readily admitted ; but a few days 
brought 6im back weary and disgusted. Their mirth was 
without imageS) their laughter without motive ; their plea* 
Bures were gross and sensual, in which the mind had no part ; 
their conduct wtis at once wild and mean ; they laughed at 
order and at law, but the frown of power dejected, and the eye 
of wisdom abashed them. ' ^ 

The prince soon concluded that he should never be happy 
in a course of life of which he was ashamed. He thought it 
unsuitable to a realionable being to act without a plan, and to 
be sad or cheerful only by chance. "Happiness," said he^ 
** must be something solid and permanent, without fear and 
without uncertainty." 

But his young compaiiionti had gained so much of his n^ 

Srd by their frankness and courtesy, thai he could not leave 
em without warning and reroonsf ranee. " My friends,** 
said he, " I have seriously considered our manners and out 
prospects, and find that we have mistaken our own interest , 
the nrst years of man must make provisicMi for (he llist. He 
that Mver thinks, never can be wise. Perpetual levity must 
end S ignorance; and inteniperancej though it may nre tho 
hpirits for an hour, will make nfe short or miserable. Let us 
consider that youth is of no lon^ duration, and- that in mature 
age, when the enchantqients oTfancy shadl cease, and phan- 
toms of delight dance no more about us, we shall have no 
comforts but the esteem of wise men, and the means of doing 
good. Let us, therefore, stop, while to stop is in our pow- 
er: let OS live as men who are sotio time to grow oftl, and to 
irtiom it will be the'most dreadful of all evils to count their past 
yevs by follies, and to be reminded of their former luxuriance 
of health only by the maladies whi<;h riot has produced." 
They stared awhile in silence one upon another, and, at 
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last, drove hjm away by a general chorua ofoontmued lau^jjb- 
ter. 

The consciousness that his sentiments were just, and his 
intention kind, was scarcely sufficient to support him against 
the horror of derision. But he recovered his tranquilUty, and 
pursued his search. 

CHAP. xvm. 

Tlu Prince finds a wise and happy JMan» 
As he was one day walkihg in the street, he siwaspackms 
building, which all were, by the open doors, invited to enter ; 
be followed the stream of people, and found it a hall or school 
of declamation, in which professors read lectures to then: au- 
ditory. He fixed his eye upon a sage raised above the rest, 
who discoursed with great energy on the government of the 
passions. His look was venerable, his action graceful, bis 
pronunciation clear, and his diction elegant. He showed, with 

ereat strength of sentiment, and variety of illustration, tha* 
uman nature is degraded and debased, when the lower facul- 
ties predominate over the higher ; that when fancy, the parent 
of passion, usurps the dominion of the mind, nothing . enanies 
but the natural effect of unlawful government, perturbatioi^ 
and confusion ; that she betrays the fortresses ot the intellect 
to rebels, and excites her children to sedition against their 
lawful sovereign. He compared reason to the sun. of which 
the light is constant, uniform, and lasting \ and fancy to a 
meteor, of bright, but transitory lustre, irregular in its mo- 
tion and delusive in its direction. 

He then c(Mnmunic8ted the various precepts given from 
time to time for the conquest of passion, and displayed the 
happiness of those who had obtamed the importantjictory, 
afler which man is no longer the slave of fear, nor tlOTbol oi 
hope; is no more emaciated by envy, inflamed by anger, 
emasculated by tenderness, or depressed by grief; but walks 
on calmly through the tumults or privacies of life, as the sun 
pursues alike hiS course through me calm or the stormv sky. 
He enumerated many examples of heroes immoveable oy 
pain or pleasure, who Ipoked with indifference on those modes 
or accidents to which the vulgar give the names of good and 
evil. He exhorted his hearers to lay aside their prejudices, 
and arm themselves against the shafts of malice or misfortuney 
by invulnerable patience : concluding, that this state only 
was happiness, and that this happiness was in every one's 
|K)wer." 
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Rasselas listened to him with the veneration due to the !» 
Btractions of a superior being, and, waitinffer him at the door 
humbl]^ implored the liberty of visiting so great a master o- 
true wisdom. The lecturer hesitated a moment, when Ra» 
selas put a purse of gold into his hand, which he received wiUi 
a mixture of joy and wonder. 

**I have found," said the prince, at his return to Imlac, " a 
man who can teach all that is necessary to be known ; who, 
firom the unshaken throne of rational fortitude, looks down on 
the scenes of life changing beneath him. # He speaks, and at- 
tention watches his lips. He reasons, and conviction closer 
his periods. This man shall be my future guide : I will leara 
his doctrines, and imitate his life.'^ 

" Be not too hasty," said Imlac, ** to trust, or to admire, 
the teachers d'morahty : they discourse like angels, but they 
live like men." 

Rasselas, who could not conceive how any man could jrea- 
aen so forcibl]^ without feeling the cogency of his own argu- 
ments, paid bjs visit in a few days, ana was denied admission. 
He had now learned the power of money, and made his way 
by a piece (^gdd to the inner apartment, where he found the 
philosopher in a room half darkened, with his eyes misty, and 
liis face pale. " Sir,''' said he, "you are come at a time when 
all human friendship is useless : what I suffer cannot be re> 
medied, what I have lost cannot be supplied. My daughter, 
my <mly daughter, from whose tenderness I expected ul the 
eomorts of my age, died last night of a fever. My views, my 
porposea, my hopes are at an end : I am now a lonely being, 
disunited from society." 

" Sir," said the prmce, " mortality is an event by which a 
wise man can never be surorised : we know that death is aW 
ways near, and it should tnerefore always be expected."— 
** xcmilg man," answered the philosopher, " you speak like 
one that has never felt thepan^ of separation." *'Have you 
then forgot the precepts," said Rasselas, *< which you so 
powerfuUjr enforced ? Has wisdom no strength to arm the 
heart against calamity? Consider that eltemal things are 
naturally variable, but truth and reason are always the same.'* 
" What comfort," said the mourner, '' can truth and reason 
afford me ?— nof what effect are they now, but to tell me, that 
my daughter will not be restored ?" 

The prince, whose humanicy would not suffer him to insult 
niaery with reprool^ went away» oonvioced of the emptineif 
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if rhetorical mniikIi, mud the inefficacy of polahed penoda 
•ad itudied senteneos. 

CHAP. XIX. 
A Glitnpse ofPattoral Life* 

Hk was still eager upon the same inquiry ; and haying 
heard of a hermit, that lived near the lowest cataract of th« 
Nile, and filled the whole country with the fame of his sane* 
tity, resolved to visit his retreat, and inauire whether that fe* 
iKity, which public life could not afford, was to be found in 
■oUtode ; and whether a man, whose age and virtues made 
Ilia venerable, could teach any pecuUiur art of shunning enls^ 
or enduring them. 

Imlac and the princess a^eed to accompany him ; ana 
after the necessary preparaUons, they began theur journey* 
Their way lay through the fields, where shejiherds tended 
their flocks, and the lamb<» were playing upon the pasture. 
** This," sadd the poet, " is the life which has been often ce- 
lebrated for its innocence and quiet ; let us pass the heat d 
the day among the shepherds' tents, and kiK>w whether all 
our searches are not to terminate in pastoral simplicity." 

The proposal pleased them, and they induced the shep- 
herds, by small presents and familiar questions, to tell the 
opinion ci their own state : they were so rude and ignorant, 
so little id>le to compare the good with the evil t^the occupa- 
tion, and so indistinct in their narratives and descriptions, taat 
very little could be learned from them. But it waff evident 
that their hearts were cankered with discontent ; that they 
considered themselves as condemned to labor finr the hvury of 
the rich, and looked up with stupid malevolence towards thoae 
that were placed above them. 

The princess pronounced with vehemence, that sho vouU 
never suffer these envious savages to be h^r companimis, and 
that she should not soon be desirous <^ seeing any more spe- 
cimens of rustic happiness ; but could not beueve that all the 
accounts of primeval pleasures were fabulous, and was ia 
doubt whether life had any thing that could be justly preferred 
to the placid gratifications of fields and woods^ She hoped that 
the time would come, when, with a few virtuous and elegant 
companions, she should gather flowers planted by her own 
hands, fondle the lambs of her own ewe, and listen without 
care, among brooks and breezes, to one of her maidena reid^ 
ing in the shade. 



CHAP. XX. 

The Danger of Prosperity. 
Oir the next ctay they continued their journey, tin the heat 
9ompelled them to look round for sheUer. At a small distance 
ney saw a thick wood, which they no sooner entered than 
ciey perceived they were approachmg the habitations of men. 
The shrubs were diligently cut away to open widks wheife 
the shades were darkest ; the boughs of oppofdte trees w^re 
artificially inte^oven, se^ts of flowery turfwere raised in va- 



of stone heaped together to increase its murmurs. 

They passed slowly through the wood, delighted with such 
unexpected acconmiddations, and entertained each other with 
conjecturing what, or who, he could be, that in those rude 
and unfrequented re^ons had leisure and art for such harm- 
less luxury. 

As they advanced they heard the sound ofmOBic, and sasr 
youths and virgins dancing in the grove ; and, going still far- 
ther, beheld a stately palace built upoa a hill, surrounded with 
woods. The laws or eastern hospitality allowed them to en- 
ter, and the master welcomed them like a man liberal and 
wealthy. 

He was skilful enough in appearances soon to discern that 
they were no common guests, and spread bis table with mag- 
nificence. The eloquence of Imlac caufht hb attention, and 
tne lofW courtesy of the princess excited lus respect. Whea 
they offered to depart, he entreited their stay, and was the 
next day more unwilling to dismiss there thannlefore. They 
were easily persuaded to stop, and civitity grow up in time to 
freedom and confiaenee* 

The prince now saw all the domestics cheerful, and all the 
lace of nature snuUnc round the place, and could not forbear 
to hope that he shoiud find here what he was seeking: but 
when he was congratulating the master upen his possessions, 
he answered with a sigb, "My condition has 



I has indeed the ap- 
pearance of happiness', but appearances are delusive. My 
{HTosperi^ puts my life in danger; the Bassa c^Kgypt is my 
wemy, incensed ob^ by my wedth and pqpukri^. I have 
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been hitherto protected against him by the priaoen of tho 
country : but, as the favor of the great m uncertain, J kiMyvr 
not bow soon my defender* may be persuaded, to share tbo 
plunder with the Baua. I have sent my treasures into • 
distant country, and, upon the first ahurm, am prepared to fid- 
low them. Then will my enemies riot in my mansion, and 
enipy the gardens wnich I have planted.'' 

Tney aU joined in lamenting nis dancer, and ^rectJtUig 
his exile ; and the princess was so much oistarbed with die ti»> 
mult of grief «nd mdignation, that she retired to her apart- 
ment. They coociuoed with their kind iofvxter a few days 
Itnger, and men went to find the hermit. 

CHAP. xxr. 

The Ba ppma t of SoUtude. The H«nmf» Sittorsf, 

Tbxt came, on tne third day, by the directioB of th» 
peasants, to the hermit's cell : it was a cavern in Ihe side of • 
mountain, overshadowed with palm trees; ait swm'a <fistaiieo 
from the cataract, that nothing more was heard than a goods 
■itfbrm murmur, such as con^rased the mind to peosivs me- 
ditation, especially when it was assisted by the wind whis^ 
ling among the bnmehee. The first rude essay of nature ha4 
been so much improved by human labor, that the cave eo». 
tained several. apartments appropriated to diflerent uses, and 
eflen afibrded lodging to travellers, whom darimess or tea^ 
pests h^pened to overtake. 

The hermit sat on a bench at the door, to enjoy the cool- 
ness of the evening. On <Mie side lay a book with pens aio^ 
paper, on the other mechanical instruments of various kindis. 
As they approached him unregarded, the princess obseryed 
that he had not the countenance of a man that had finrnd or 
couM teach the way to happiness. 

They saluted him with great respect, whidi he rnmid tike 
a man not unaccustomed to the fbrnis of courts. ** My chiW 
dren," said be, " if you have lost youc way, you shall be wft» 
Ungly su|>plied imtb sCich conveniences for the night as this 
cavern will afford. I have all that nature requires, and you 
will not expect delic^ies in a hermit's cell." 

They thanked him ; and, entering, were pleased with the 
neatness and regularity of the place. The hermit set flesh 
and wine before them, though he fed only upon fiuits and i^a^ 
ter. His discourse was (£eeriul without levity, and pioue 
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without enthusiajim. He soon eaioed the esteem of his guestSi 
and the princess repented her nasty censure. 

At last Inilac began thus :" I do not now wonder that 
your reputation is so far extended : we have heard at Cairo 
of your wisdom, and came hither to implore your direcdonfcMr 
this young man and maiden in the cAotee qfUfe,** 

" To him that lives well," answered Uie hermit^ " eveiy 
• form of life is good ; nor can I give any other rule for choice, 
than to remove from all apparent eviH/' 

" He will most certam)y remove from evil," said the prmce, 
" who shall devote himself to that solitude which you have 
recomm^ided by your example." 

<* I have indeea lived fifteen years in solitude," said the 
hermit, ** but have no desire that my ezan^le should gaiQ any 
imitat(M^. In my youth I professed arms, and was raised by 
degrees to the highest mUitary rank. I have truversed wid(e 
countries at the head of my troops, and seen many battles and 
■ieges. At last, being oisgustea by the preferments of a 
younger officer, and feeling that my vigor was beginning to- 
decay, I resolved to dose my life in peace, having fbuncfdie 
world full of snares, discord, and misery. I haxi once escaped 
from the pursuit of the enemy by the shelter of this cavern^ 
and therefore chose it for my mtel residence. I employed ar- 
tificers to form it into chamberff, and jtored it with all that I« 
waslikely to want. 

" For some time after my retreat. I rejoiced like a tempest- 
beaten sailor at his entrance into the harbor, being deUghted 
with the sodden change of the noise and hurry of war to stffl- 
ness and repose, when the pleasure of novel^ went away, 
I eri:]]»liiy''ii 'itw 1hi^]r> m vx^iunwui^ ifm' ^ilnyits which grow m 
. tlK vaUay^ oncf thf! minerals ^vhichl collected fitMn the rocks. 
But that inquiry ia now f^own ta^iekiss aiki irksome. I have 
been for some tmi& uitBtftLlcd and distracted : my mind is dit- 
lurbvd with a LhotiB^nd perpleiitiei of doubt, and vanities of 
unaginatiDO, which hourly prf;vail upon me, because I have 
no c^poftuniUtts of rtiluL&tiun or diveTJ^ion^ I am sometimea 
ashamed to think that I could not flecmrci riwself from vice but 
by rt;tirLng from thu eierct^C! of virlut!, and begin to suspect 
that I was rather itiipellsd hv n^nPAiUnfUM than led by devo- 
tioa into tDtitiid«. My f&ncy riots iti 9c^:ae^ dt folly ; and I 
lamctnt that I have lost so miich, arid liavf; gained so little. In 
sohtuiie, if I eaciipei the tJYample uf baf I men, I want likewise 
the counsel and conrersation of the good. I have been long 
comparing the evils with the adrantages of society, and re* 
■otve to return into the world to-monow. The life ol' a soli* 



•■ it's 
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Ury man will be certainly miaerable, Iwt not eertaim^ 

devout." 

They heard his resolution with surprise, but, after a «hoc 
pause, offered to conduct him to Cairo. , He dug op a co» 
siderable treasure which he had hid among the rocks, and »^ 
compauied them to the city, on whidi, as he approached *. 
he gazed with rapture. 

CHAP. xxn. 

The Happinesa of a lift led aoinrding to Nature. 

Rasselas went often to an assembly of learned men, who 
met at stated times to unbend their minds and compare their 
opinions. Their manners were somewhat coarse, but their 
conversation was instructive, and their disputations acute, 
though sometimes too violent, and oflen contmued till neither 
controvertist remembered upon what question they began. 
Some faults were almost general among them : every one 
was desirous to dictate to the rest, and every one was pleased 
to hear the genius or knowledge of another depreciated. 

In this assembly Rasselas was relating his interview with 
the hermit, and the wonder with which he heard him censure 
A course of life which he had so deliberately chosen, and so 
laudably followed. The sentiments of the bearers were.?*- 
rious. Some were of opinion, that the folly of his choice had 
been justly punished by condemnation to perpetual perseyeiw 
ance. One of the youngest among them, with great vehe- 
mence, pronounced him a hypocrite. Some talked of the 
right of society to the labor of individuals, and considered re- 
tirement as a desertion of duty. Others readily allowed, that 
there was a time when the claims of the public were satisfied, 
and when a man might properly sequester himself to review 
his life, and purify his heart. 

One, who appeared more affected with the narrative 
than the rest, thought it likely that the hermit would, in a 
few years, go bad^ to his retreat, and, perhaps, if shame 
did not restrain, or death intercept him, return once more 
from his retreat into the Wbr|d. " For the hope of happi- 
ness," said he, *< is so strongly impressed, that the longest 
experience is not able to eflface it. Of the present slato, 
whatever it be, we feel, and are forced to confess, the mi* 
sery ; yet, when the same state is agun at a distance, ima^ 
gination paints it as desirable. But the time will surely 
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come, when desire will no longer be our Urment, ana bo 
man shall be Wretched but by his own fuiilt." ■" 

" This," said a philosopher, Who had ^leard him with \a» 
kens of great impatience, " is the present condition of a 
wise man. The time is already come, when none ar* 
wretched but by their own fault. Nothing is more idl« 
than to inc^uire after happiness, which nature has kindlv 
placed withmour reach. The way to be happ^ is 'to liv^ 
according to nature, in obedience to that universal and 
unalterable law with which every heart is qriginally impress- 
^; which is not written on it by precept, but engraven 
by destiny ; not instilled by education, but infused at our 
nativity. He that lives accoraine to nature will suffer no- 
thing from the delusions of ho]ip ^ r mi.[n<riuri3ii^^ i.f desiro^ 
he mil receive and reject with ei^uiibiULy ofitjiuper ; and act 
or suffer as the reason of thin£s shall aliemat^ly prfiaciibq. 
Other men may amuse themselv^A with BuI>Ut] dtiRnitiond, or 
intricate ratiocmation. Let them leara to bu wue by ea^er 
means: let then observe the hind «f the foretti &iid tlie 
linnet of the grove: let them canKider the ILTe c/ aiumaLlv^ 
whose motions are reguhited by LnsLinct; they obey their 
guide, and are happy. Let us, ihtfrefore, at leogth, cease 
to dispute, and leam to live : throw away the iocumbranco 
of precepts, which they who utter them with ao much jirid^a 
and i>omp, do not understaml, and carry with uit this simnie 
and intelligible maxim. That deviation from nature, ia ae- 
viation from himpiness.'* 

When he had spdcen, he looked round hUn with a pladd 
air, and enjoyed the consciouffliess of hia own beneficence. 
*' Sir,** said the prince, with great modesty, « aa I, like aU 
the rest of mankind, am desirous of felicity, mv dosest at* 
tention baa been fixed upon your discpurse : I doubt not the 
truth of a position which a man so learned has so confidently 
advanced. Let me only know what it b to live according 
to nature,** 

" When I find young men so humble and so docile," said 
the philosopher, " I can deny them no information which 
my studies have enabled me to afford. To live according 
to nature, is to' act always with due regard to the fitness 
arising from the relations and qualities of causes and effects ; 
to concur with the great and uncbaneeable scheme of uni- 
versal felidtj ; to co-operate with ue general disposition 
and tendency of the present system of things." 

The prince soon found tnat thia wai one of the sagea 
whom he should understand less as he heard him lod^. 
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He therefore bowed uA wmt silent ; and the philosopbery 
supposing him satisfied, and the rest ▼anauished^ rose op 
ami departed with the air of a man that nad co-operated 
with the present system. 

CHAP. XXUI. 

Thi PriMC9 attd tuM Suter divide beiweem thtm the Work ^ 

Obtervation, 

Rasselab returned home full of relSections, doubting 
how to direct his future steps. Of the way to happiness h« 
found the learned and simple equally ignorant ; but, as he 
was yet young, he flattered himself that he had timerenaain- 
ing for more experiments, and farther inquiries. He com- 
municated to Imlac his obsenrations and his doubts, Irat was 
answered by him with new doubts, and remarks that gave 
him no comfort. He thftrefore discoursed more frequently 
and freely with his sistei, wno had yet the same hope with 
himsdf, and always assisted him to give some reason why, 
though he had been hitherto frustrated, he might succeed 
at last. 

<* We have hitherto,** said she, " known but little of the 
world ; we have never yet been either great or mean. In 
our own country, thougn we had royalty, we had no power ; 
and in this we nave not yet seen the private recesses of 
domestic peace. Imlac favors not our sean^, lest we 
should in time find him mistaken. We will divide the task 
between us : you shall try what is to be found in the splen- 
dor of courts, and I will range the shades of humbler life. 
Perhaps command and authority may be the supreme bless- 
ings, as they alford the most opportunities of domg good : or, 
perhaps, wnat this world can give may be found in the 
modest habitations of middle fortune: too low for great 
designs, and too high for penury and distress. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

The Prince examines the Happiness of High StaHona 
Rasselas applauded the design, and appeared next day 
with a splendid retinue at the court of the Bassa. He was 
soon distinguished for his magnificence^ and admitted, as a 
prince whose curiosity had brought him from distant coun* 
tries, to an intimacy with the great officers, and frequent 
'umversation with the Bassa himself. 
^e was at first inclined to believe, that the man most b^ 
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pleased with his own condition, whom a]l approached with 
reverence, and heard with obedience, and who had the pow* 
&r to extend his edicts to a whole kingdom. " There can 
be no pleasure,^ said he, *< equal to that of feeling^ at once 
the joy of thousands all made happy by wise administration. 
Yet, since, by the law (rf* subordination, this sublime delidit 
can be m one nation but the lot of one, it is surely reas(MiaDle 
to think that there is some satisfaction more popular and 
accessible, and that millions can hardly be subjected to the 
will of a single man, only to fill his particular breast with 
incommunicable content." 

These thoughts were often in his mino, and he found no 
solution of the ^fficulty. But as prc^ftit!; and cirilitiei 
gamed him more familiarity, he founii tttai t^'most every 
maji who stood high in emplovmeni haifiH a" fie rest, am* 
was hated by them, and that their lives were a continual 
succession of plots and detections, stratagems and escapes, 
faction and treachery. Many of those who surrounded the 
Bassa were sent only to watch and re{K>rt his conduct : 
every tongue was muttering censure, and every eye was 
searching for a fault. 

At last the letters of revocation arrived, the Bassa was 
carried in chains to Constantinople, and his name was men 
tioaed no more. 

" What are we now to think erf" the prerogatives of pow- 
er 1" said Rasselas to his sister : <* is it without any efficacy 
lo good ? or, is the subordinate degree only dangerous, and 
the supreme safe and glorious? Is the Sultan the only 
happy man in his dominions ? or is the Sultan himself suIh 
ject to the torments of suspicion, and the dread of enemies?" 

In a short time the second Bassa was deposed. The 
Sultan that had advanced him was murdered by the Janiza 
ries, and his successor had other views and different f»- 
vorites. 

CHAP. XXV. 
The Pnncess pursues her Inquiry with mare Diligence than 

Siuxess, 
The princess, in the mean time, msinuated herself into 
many families : for there are few doors through which li- 
berality, joined with good humor, cannot find its way. The 
daughters of many nouses v^re airy and cheerful; but 
Nekiayah had been too long accustomed to the cmvrersation 
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of Tmlac and her brother, to be much ploaaed with chiUiah 
levity and prattle which had ii'i mraniny. She found their 
th(Mit;ht9< narntw, tlu-ir wishe* lovr, and their merriment often 
artificial. Their pleaMurctf, ptior as they ware,, could not 
b« prciiorvcd pure, but were imbitter^ Dy petty oompeti* 
tiun.t and worihleiw emulation. They were always iealoufl 
of thu beauty ut' each other ; of a qualitj^ to which aofidJUide 
can add notniiio, and from which detraction can take nothing 
away. Muny were in love with triflera like thenuelvea, 
and many fancied that they were in love when in truth thej 
were only idle. Their attection was not fixed on sense or 
virtue, and therefore seldom ended but in vexation. Their 

8rief, however, like their joy, was transient ; every' tli^ig 
oated in their mind unconnected with the past or future, so 
that one desire easily gave way to anothei, as a second stone 
cast into the water effaces and confounds die cirdesaff 
the first. 

With these girls she placed as with inoffensive mmwiqIm 
and found them proud of'^her countenance, and wearj of 
her company. 

Hut her purpose was to examine more deeply, and her 
affability easily persuaded the hearts that were swelling 
with sorrow to discharge their secrets in her ear ; and those 
whom hope flattered, or prosperity delighted, often courted 
her to partake their pleasures. 

The princess and her brother commonly met in the even- 
inv in a private summer-house on the banks of the Nile, and 
related to each other the occurrences of the day. As thejr 
were sitting together, the princess cast her eyes up<Mi the 
river that flowed before her. *' Answer,*' said she, " groat 
father of waters, thou that roUest thy floods through eighty 
nations, to the invocations of the daughter of thy qative kmg : 
tell me if thou waterest, through all thy course, a single 
habitation from which thou dost not hear the murmurs of 
complaint ?" 

" You are then," said Rasselas, '< not more successful in 
private houses than I have been in courts." " I have^ since 
the last partition of our provinces," sakl the prmoess, 
*' enabled myself to enter familiarW into many families, 
where there was the fairest show of^ prosperity and peace, 
and know not one house ihat is not iiaunted by some fury 
that destroys their quiet. 

*' I did not seek ease among the poor, because t con- 
cluded that there it could not be found. But I saw many 
;>oor whom I had supposed to live in afHuence. Povertv 
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has, in large cities, very different appearances ; it is often 
concealed m splendor, and often in extravagance. It is the 
care of a very great part of mankind to. conceal their indi* 
fence from tne rest : they support themselves by temporary 
expedients, and every day is lost in contriving for the morrow. 
" This however, was an evil, which, though frequent, I 
saw with less pain, because I could relieve it. Yet some 
have refused my bounties ; more offended with my quickness 
to detect their wants, than pleased with my readiness to 
vuccour them: and others, whose exigences compelled 
them to admit my kindness, have never been able to forgive 
their benefactress. Many, however, have been sincerely 
grateful without the ostentation of gratitude, or the hope oi 
other favors.'' 

CHAP. XXVI. 

The Princess continues ?ur Remarks upon Private life, 

Nexayah, perceiving her brother's attention fixed, pr(^ 
eeejled in her narrative. 

" In families, where there is or is not poverty, there is 
commonl)! discord : if a kingdom be, as Imlac tells us, a 
sreat family, a family likewise is a little kingdom, torn with 
P actions and exposed to revolutions. An unpractised obser- 
ver expects the love of parents and children to be constant 
and equal : but this kindness seldom continues beyond the 
years of infancy : in a short time the children become rivals 
to their parents. Benefits are allayed by reproaches, and 
gratitude debased bv envy. 

" Parents and children s«*I(fom act in concert ; each child 
Mideavors to appropriate the esteem or fondness of the pa* 
rents ; aiid the parents, with yet less temptation, betray eaoh 
other to their children ; thus some place their confidence in 
the father^ and some in the mother, and by degrees the house 
IB filled with artifices and feuds. 

" The opinions of children and parents, of the young and the 
old, are naturally opposite, by the contrary effects of hope 
and despondence, of^ expectation and efjperience, without 
xrime or folly on either side. The colors of life in youth and 
age appear different, as the face of nature in spring and win- 
ter. And how can children credit the assertions of parents, 
which their own ^yes show them to bo false ? 

" F'iw parents act in such a manner as much to enforce 
Iheir maxims hy tht> crtviit of their lives. The old man trusts 
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wh(Hly to slow contri^rance and gradnal progreraioii; tlw 
youth eipectfl to force his way by geniut, vifor, and precipi- 
tan<9e. The old man pays regard to fKbea, and the youth 
reverences virtue. The old man deifiet miMNBce: the youth 
commits hinwelf to magnanimity and <»aaoe. The young 
man, who intends no ill, believes that none is intended, am 
therefore acts with openness and candor : but his fiitber, hav<- 
ing suffered the injunes of fraud, is impelled to suspect, and 
too often allured to practise it. Age looks with anger on the 
temerity of youth, and youth with contempt on the scrupulo- 
sity of age. Thus parents and children, for the greatest part, 
live on, to love less and less : and, if those whom nature haa 
thus closely united are the torments <^ each other, where shall 
we look for tenderness and consolation?" 

*' Surely,** said the prince, "you must have been unfortu- 
nate in your choice of acquaintance : I am unwilling to be- 
lieve that the most tender of all relations is thus impeded in 
its effects by natural necessity.** 

" Domestic discord;** answered she, " is not inevitably and 
fatally necessary ; but yet it is not easily avoided. We sel- 
dom see that a whole family b virtuous : the good and the 
evil cannot well agree ; and the evil can yet less agree with 
one another : even the virtuous fall sometimes to variance, 
when their virtues are of different kinds, and tending to ex- 
tremes. In general, those parents have most reverence iNdia' 
most deserve it ; for he that lives well cannot be despised. 

*' Many other evils infest private life. Some are the slaves 
of servants whom they have trusted with their affairs. 
Some are kept in continual anxiety by the caprice of rich re- 
lations, whom they cannot please, and dare not offend. Some 
husbands are imperious, and some wives perverse ; and, as it 
is always more easy to do evil than good, though die wisdom 
or virtue of one can very rarely make many happy, the folly 
or vice of one may oflen make many miserable.*^ 

•* If such bo the general effect of marriage,** said the prince, 
** I shall for the future think it dangerous to connect my in- 
terest with that of another, lest I should be unhappy by my 
partner's fault.** 

" I have met,** said the princess, " with many who live sin- 
gle for that reason ; but I never found that their prudence 
ought to raise envy. They dream away their time without 
friendship, without fondness, and are driven to rid themselves 
of the day, for which they have no use, by childish amuse- 
ments or vicious delights. They act as beings under the 
constant sense of some known inferiority, that filTs their minds 
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with rancor, and their toneaes with ceitfure. They are 
peevish at home, and malevMent abroad ; and. ai the outlawv 
of human nature, nMke it their businees and Uieir pleasure to 
disturb that society which debars them from its privileges. 
To live without feeling or exciting sympathy, to be fortunate 
without adding to the felicity oTothers, or afflicted without 
tasting the baun of pity, is a state more gloomy than solitude : 
it is not retreat, but exclusion from mankind. Marriage has 
many pains, but celibacy has no pleasures.*' 

" What then is to be done ?" said Rasselas ; « the more 
we inquire the less we can rescue. Surely he is most likely 
to please himself that has no other inclination to regard." 

CHAP. XXVII. 

Ditquidtion upon Oreainess, 

Thx conversation had a short pause. The prince, having 
considered his sister's observations, told her, that she had 
surveyed life with prejudice, and supposed misery where she 
did not find it. ** Your narrative," says he, " throws yet a 
darker gloom imon the prospects of futurity : the predictions 
of Imlac were out faint sketches of the evus painted by Ne- 
aayah. I have been lately ccmvinced that quiet is not the 
daughter of grandeur, or ot power : that her presence is not to 
oe bought by wealth, or enforced by conquest. It is evident, 
that as any man acts in a wider compass, he must be more 
exposed to opposition from enmity, or miscarriage from 
chance : whoever has many to please or to govern must use 
the ministry of many agents, some of whom will be wicked, 
and some ignorant ; by some he mil be misled, and by others 
betrayed. If he gratifies one, he will ofiend another ; those 
that are not favored will think themselves injured ; and, since 
favors can be conferred but up<« few, the greater number will 
be always discontented." 

" The discontent," said the princess, <* which is thus un- 
reasonable, I hope that I shall always have spirit to despise, 
and you power to repress." 

" Discontent," answered Rasselas, ** will not always be 
without rei^on under the most just and vigilant admimstra- 
tion of public affairs. None, however attentive, can always 
discover that merit which indigence or faction may happen to 
obscure ; and none, however powerfid, can always reward it. 
Yet, he that sees inferior desert advanced above him will na^ 
turally impute that preference to partialis or caprice ; and, 
indeed, it can scarcely be hoped that any man, however mag- 
4 
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nanimoue by nature, oi exalted by comfition, will be able to 

Kniat for ever in fixed and inexorable justice of distributioii : 
will toroetimes indulge his own afTections, and sometimes 
those of his favorites : he will permit some to jlease him who 
can never serve him : he will discover in mim& whom be 
loves Qualities which in reality they do not jtm eM ; and to 
those trom whom he receives oleasure, he wm in his turn en-: 
deavor to ^ve it. Thus wiU reccMnmendations scnnetimes 
prevail which were purchased by money, or by the more d^" 
Btructive bribery of flattery and servility. 

" He that hath much to do will do something wrong, and a 
that wrong must suffer the consequences ; and if it were pos- 
sible that ne should always act rightly, yet when such num- 
bers are to judge of his conduct, the bad will censure and 
obstruct him by malevdence, and the good, sometimes, by 
mistake. 

** The highest stations cannot therefore hope to be the 
abodes of happiness, which I would willingly believe to have 
fled from thrones and palaces, to seats of humble privacy and 
placid obscurity. For what can hinder the satu^action, or 
mtercept the expectations, of him whose abilities are ade- 
quate to his employments, who sees with his o«hi eyes the 
whole circuit or his influence, who chooses by his own know- 
ledge all whom he trusts, and whom none are tempted to de- 
ceive by hope or fear ? Surely he has nothing to do but to 
love and to be loved, to be virtuous and to be happy." 

" Whether perfect happmess would be procured by per- 
fect goodness,^' said Nekayah, ** this world will never attbrd 
an opportunity d" deciding. But this, at least, may be^ main- 
tained, that we do not always find visible happiiiess in pro- 
portion to visible virtue. AU natural, and almost all political 
evils, are incident alike to the bad and good i they are con- 
founded in the misery of a famine, and not mneh distingushed 
in the fury of a faction ; they sink together in a Mtnpest, and 
are driven together from their country by mvaders. '^11 that 
virtue can afford is quietness of conscience, and a steady 
prospect of a happier state : this may enable us to endure 
calamity with patience ; but remember that patience must 
suppose pain." 

CHAP. XXVIII. 
RcmdoB and Ntkayah conJdnue their Conversation. 
" Dear princess," said Rasselas, " you fall into the com- 
iqon errors of exaggeratory declamation, by producing in a 
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familiar disquisition, examples of national calamities, and 
scenes <^ extensive miser]r, vrhich are found in books raUier 
than in the world, and ^mch, as they are horrid, are ordain- 
ed to be raire. Let us not imagine evils whis^ we do not 
feel, nor injata life by misrepresentations. I cannot bear 
that querulotn eloquence which threatens every city with a 
siege like that of Jerusakm, that makes famme attend on 
every flight of locusts, and suspends pestilence on the wing 
of every hlast that issues from the south. 

" On necessary and inevitiU[>le evils which overwhelm 
kingdoms at once, all disputation is vain : wHen they hap- 
pen, the^ must be endured. But it is. evident, that these 
bursts or universal distress are more dreaded than felt ; thou- 
sands and ten thousands flourish in youth, and wither in age, 
without the knowledge of any other than domestic evils, and 
share the same pleasures and vexations, whether their kings 
are mild or cruel, whether the armies of their country pursue 
their enemies, or retreat before them. White c(»irts are 
disturbed with intestine competitions, and ambassadors are 
negotiating in foreign countries, the smith stUl plies his an- 
vil, and the husbandman drives his plough forward ; the ne- 
cessaries (^ life are required and ootained, and the siK^es- 
sive business <^the seascms continues to make its wonted 
revoluti<Hi8. 

" Let us cease to consider what, perhaps^ ma^ never hap- 
pen, and what, when it shall happen, will laueh at human 
speculation. We will not endeavor to modify tne motions oS 
the elements, or to fix the destiny of kingdoms. It is our 
Dusiness to consider what beings like us may perform ; each 
laboring for hb own happiness, by promoting within his cir- 
cle, however narrow, the happiness of others. 

" Marriage is evidently the dictate of nature ; men and 
women were made to be the companions of each other ; and, 
therefore, I cannot be persuaded but that marriage is one of 
the means of happiness." 

" I know not,^^ said the princess, " whether marriage be 
more than one of the innumerable modes of human misery. 
When I see and reckon the various forms of connubial in- 
felicity, the unexpected causes of lasting discord, the diversi- 
ties of temper, the oppositions of opinion, the rude collisions 
of contrary desire \vhere both are urged by violent impulses, 
the obstinate contest of disagreeing, virtues where hoth are 
supported by consciousness of good intention, I am some- 
times disposed to think, with the seveter casttist^ of most 
nations, that marriage is rather permitted than approved. 
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and that none, but hj the instifpitioo of a paraion ton much 
induli^ed, entangle themselves with indisnolubte compacts." 

*' You seem to forijct," replied Rasselan, *' that ytou have, 
even now, represented celibacy as less happy than marriage. 
Both conditions may be bad, but they cannot both be worst. 
Thus it happens when wrong opinions are entertained, that 
they mutually destroy each other, and leave the mind open to 
truth." 

" I did not exnect," answered the princess, " to hear that 
imputed to falsenood, which is the consequence only of frail- 
ty. To the mind, as to the eye, it is difficult to compare 
with exactness object? vast in their extent, and various in 
their parts. Where we see or conceive the whole at once, 
we readily note the discriminations, and decide the prefer- 
ence : but of two systems, of which neither can be surveyed 
by any human heins in its full compass and magnitude, and 
multiplicity of complication, where is the wonder, that, judg- 
ing of the whole by parts, I am alternately affected by one 
and the other, as either presses on my memory or fancy? 
We differ from ourselves just as we differ from each other, 
wh<*n we sec only part of the question, as in the multifarious 
relations of politics and morality ; but when we perceive ih' 
whole at onee, as in numerical computations, all agree in 
one judgment, and none ever varies in his opinion." ' 

" Let us not add," said the prinqe, " to the other evUs of 
life the bitternesH of controversy, nor endeavor to vie with 
each other in subtleties of argument. We are employed in 
a search of which both are equally to enjoy the success, or 
suffer by the miscarriage. It is therefore fit that we assist 
each other. You surely conclude too hastily ftom the infelk> 
city of marriage against its institution ; will not the muei^ of 
life prove eaually that life cannot be the gift of heav^? The 
world must be peopled by marriage, or peopled without it." 

" How the world is to be peopled," returned Nekayah, 
" is not my care, and needs not be yours. I see no danger 
that the present generation should omit to leave successors 
behind them : we are not now in<tuiring for the world, but 
for ourselves." 



CHAP. XXIX. 
The DebcUe on Marriage continued. 
<< The good of the whole," said Rasselas, ** is the same 
with the good of all its parts. If marriage be Best for man* 



RASSELAS. 53 

kind, It most be erid^iifly b^ for indlvidaiUs ; or a. parraa* 
aent wad necessary duty must be the cause pfevil, and some 
must be ineTitaUy sacrificed to the ccmvenience «f others. In 
the estimate which you have made of the two states, it ap- 
pears that the incommodities of a single life are, in a ^eat 
measure, necessary and certain, but those (^ the conjugal 
state accidental and avoidable. I cannot forbear to natter 
myself that prudence and benevolence will make marriage 
happy. Thegeneral foUy of mankind is the cause of general 
complaint. Wliat can be expected bat disappomtment and 
repentance from a choice' made in the immaturity of youth, 
in ihe ardor of desire, without judgment, without foresight, 
fvithout inquiry after conformity df opinions, similarity ot 
manners, rectitude of judgment, or purny of sentiment ? 

** Suc^ is the common prooen oTmarriage. A youth tmd 
BMudcn meeting by chance, or iMroa^ togettier by artifice, 
exchange glances, reciprocate ciinlities, go home and dream 
of one another. Having little to divert attention, or diveiw 
afy thought,^ they find themselves uneajnr wben they are 
•part, am theremre conclude that they shi^ be happy to- 
gether. They many, and discover what nothing but volim- 
uxj blindness before had concealed ; they wear out lifil in 
altercations, and charge nature with crueltT. 

*< From thoee eariv manriages proceeds likewise the rival- 
ty of parents and children : the son is ^ager to enjoy dMi 
work! DdRve the father is» willing to forsake it, and tMre is 
hudly rooai atonoe for two cenerations. The daa|^ter be- 
^ns to bhcBtt before the momer can be content to tade, and 
neither mm forbear to wish for the absence itrf'the other. 

** Sorely, afi tiiese evib may be avoided by that deliber»k 
Hon and delay ^vfaich prudence prescribes to irrevocable 
efaoiee. In tlie variety and joQily of yootfafiil pleasures, life 
may be well enough supported without the help of a panner. 
Longer time will increase experience, and wider views will 
allow better opportunities of mquiry and selection ; one ad- 
vantage at least will be certain ; the parents will be visibly 
olderman their chikben." 

** What reason cannot collect," said Nekayah, ^ and what 
experiment has not yet taught, can be known only frmn the 
report of others. I have been told that late marriages are not 
eminently happy. This is a question too important to be neg- 
lected ; and I n*ve often proposed it to those, whose accuracy 
of renuurk and eomprehenmreneaB of Knowledge made thev 
■offiragaa worthy of regard. Thoy have generally determiiH 
ed, that it iadangeronifor a man and woman to ■UBpend their 
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fate upon each other at a time when opiiUoiw are fixed aatt 
habits are established^ when friendships have beeil contraeted 
on both sides, when iife has been planned into method, and 
the mind has long enjoyed the ccmteraplation of its own pros- 
pects. 

<< It is scarcely possible, that two travelling through the 
world under the conduct of chance should have been both di- 
rected to the same path, and it will not oflen happen that 
either will auit the track which custom has made pleasing. 
When the desultory levity of ^outh has settled into regulate 
ity, it is soon succeeded by pnde ashamed to yield, or obsti- 
nacy delighting to contend. And even though mutual esteem 
produces mutual desire to please, time itself, as it modmes 
unchangeably the external mien, determines likewise the^dip 
rection of the passaons, and gives an inflexible rigidity to the 
manners. Long customs are not easily broken ; he that at- 
tempts to change the course of his own life very often labors 
in vain, and how shall we do that for others which we are sejp 
dom able to do for ourselves ?*' ^ 

"But surely," interposed the prince, ^'you suppose the 
chief motive of choice forgotten or neglected. Whenever I 
shall seek a wife, it shall be my first question, whether she be 
willing to be led by reason 7" 

" Tnus it b," said Nekayah, " that philosophers are de- 
ceived. There are a thoasand familiar disputes which rea- 
son can never decide ; question»that elude inv^tigation. and 
make logic ridiculous ; cases where something must.be done, 
and where little can be said. Consider the state of mankind, 
and inquire how few can be supposed to act upon amr occa- 
sions, whether small or great, with all the reasons ot action 
present to their minds. Wretched woidd be the pair, above 
aU names of wretchedness, who should be doomed to adjust 
by reason, every morning, all the mmute details of a domes- 
tic day. 

" Those who marry at an advanced age will probably es- 
cape ihe encroachments of their children'; but in the diminu- 
tion of this advantage, they will be likely to leave them, ig- 
norant and helpless, to a guardian's mercy : or if that shomd 
not happen, they must at least go- out of the .world before ihev 
CO those whom they love best either wise or great. 

" From their children, if they have less to fear, they have 
less aUo to hope ; and they lose, without an equivalent, the 
joys of early love, and the convenience of uniting with man- 
ners pliant, and minds susceptible of new impressioiiSvwbich 
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■dght wear away their dissimilitudes by long cohabitatioD, as 
sot! bodies, by contiDual 'attrition, conform their euifaoes t« 
each other. 

" I believe it will be found that those who marry late are 
best pleased wit^ their children, and those who Inarry early 
with their partners." 

** Th^ union of these two affections,*' said Rassdlas, 
" would produce all that could be wished. Perhaps there is 
a time when marriage miffht unite (hem; a time neither too 
early for the father nor too late for the huslnnd." 

^'^ SveiT hour," answered the princesS) " coi^rms my pre* 
judice in favor of the position so often utteted by the mouth 
of Imlac, * That nature sets her gfSta on the right nand and on 
the left.* Those conditions wKbh flatter hope and attract 
desire are so c(Mistituted, that as we approach one we recede 
from another. Thefe are goods so opposed that we canno** 
seize both, but, by too much prudence, may pass bet^eea 
them at Ufo great a distance to re^ich either. This is often the 
^iate of long eonsideratioB^ he does nothu^ who Madeavora te 
> thai 



4lo more than is aJowed to humanity. Flatter not yourself 
with contrarieties of pleasure. Qf the blessings set before 
you make your choice, and be content.. No man can taste, 
the fruits <h autumn, wmle he is delighting his scent with the 
iowers of the spring : no man can at the same time fill hit 
cup firooL the source and from the mouth' of the Nile." 



CHAP. XXX, 

IMw enfert, and ehangt% Him Covenatiem, 

HxKS Imlac enter^, and interrupteil them. " Inilac,** 
said Rasselas, ** I have been taking from the princess the 
dismal history of plriyate life, and am almost discouraged frpra 
further search.*' 

" It seems to me,** said Imlac, " that while you are mak- 
ing the choice of life, you neglect to live. Tou wander about 
a sinsle city,, which, however large and diversified, can now 
afford few novelties, and forget that you are in a country fap- 
mous among (he earliest monarchies for the power and wis- 
dom of its mhabitants ; a country wherjB the sciences first 
idawned that iUuminate the world, and beyond which the arts 
cannot be traced of chril society or domestic hfe. 

** The old Egyptiaiis have left behind them monuments of 
industry and power before, which all Ejiropean mignificence 
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ii ooirfened to fiuie tiway. The raiiM of tftgir f c hHi e ctw 
•re the achools of modem buildeni, and firon the woaden 
which time has spared, we may conjecture, though imoer- 
tamlTf what it han devtroyed.** 

'* My curiosity ,** naid Kasselaa, *' does not Terr ttroa^j 
lead me to survey piiei) of Rtone, or mounds of earth ; my bo* 
•iness is with man. I came hither not to measure fragments 
of temples, or trace choked aqueducts, hut to look «poo the 
various scenes of the present worid." 

*< The things that are now before us,^ said the pripHsensy 
** require attention, and desenre it. What have I to do wid^ 
tfie heroes or the monuments of ancient time»<— with tuates 
which nerer can return, and heroes, whose form of li^ wuf 
dhfferent from aU that the present eonditioii of mankind requires 
or allows?" 

** To know any thnug," 4«tumed the poet, " wq moatkiMm 
its effects ; to see men, we must see their works, that we 
may learn what reason has dictated, or passion has imntecly 
and find what are the most powerful motives of action. Te 
judge rightly of the present, we most ofmose it to the past ; 
for all judgment is comparatire, and of the future nothing 
can be known. The truth is, that no mind is much employed 
upon the present : recollection and anticipation 131 up almost 
an our moments. Our passions are joy and grief. We and 
hatred, hope and fear. Of joy and grief, the past is the ob* 
ject : and the future, of hope and fear : eren love and hatred 
respect the past, for the cause must hare been before the e& 

feet. ^ ; 

" The present state <A things 48 the consequence of the 
former ; ajid it is natural to inquire what were the sources of 
the good that we enjoy, or the evils that we puffer. If we. 
act only for ourselveay to neglect the study of ^listory is not 
prudent: if we are mtrusted with the care of 6thers, it is 
not just. Ignorance, when it is voluntary, is criminal : and 
ne may properly be charged with evil -who refused to learn 
Dow ho might prevent it. 

" There is no part of history so generally useful as that, 
which relates to the progress of the human mind, the gradual 
improvement of reason, the successive advances of science, 
the vicissitudes of learning and ignorance, which ure the 
Uffht and darkness of thinkmg beings, the extinction and re* 
BUBcitation of arts, and the revolutions of the intellectual 
world. If accounts of batUes and invasions are peculiarly 
vhe business of princes, the useful and elegant arts are not 
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to be neglected ; those who hare kingdomi to goyernj-have 
understiuidings to«ultivate. 

** Example is always more efficacious than precept. A 
soldier is formed in wak and a painter must copy pictures. 
In this, contemplatire life has the advantage : great actions 
are seldom seen, but the labors of art are always at hand for 
those who desire to know what art has been able to per- 
form. 

" When the eye, or the imagination, is struckwith any un- 
oommoa work^ tne next transition of an active mind is to the 
ineans by which it was performed. Here begins the true 
use of such contemplation; we enlarge our comprehension 
by new ideas, and perhaps recover some art Idst to mankind, 
or learn what is less perfectly known in our. own country. 
At least we oompare^oiir own wi«h former tijnefi, and either r^ 
joicc at our improvementis, or, inliat is the first motion to« 
wards, good, discover oiir defects.'' 

** I am willing." said the prince, ** to see all that can de« 
jexve my .8earcL'*-r-" And I,** said the princess, " shall 
rejoice to learn something of the manners or antiquity.* 

<* The most pompous monument of Egyptian greatness, 
and one of- the most bulky works of manual industry ,** said 
Imlac, " are the pjramids : fabricp raised^ before the time o| 
Ustory, and of wtuch the earliest narratives afford us only 
mcertain traditions. Of thesethe greatest is still standing, 
veiT little injured by timie.' ' 

"Let nti visit them to-morrow," said Nekayah: <* I hav* 
often heard of the pyramids, and shall not rest till I hav« 
seen them, within and without, with my own eyes." 

CHAP. XXXI. 

They vUU the Pyramide, 

The resolution being thus taken, they set out the neit 
day. They laid tents upon their camels, beinf resolved to 
stay among the pyramids till their coriosi^ was rally satisfied. 
They travelled gently, turned asid^ to every thing remark- 
able, stopped from time to time and ccmversed with the in- 
habitants, and observed the various appearances of towns 
ruined and inhabited, of wild- and cultivated nature. 

When they came to the great pyramid, they were asto- 
nished at the extent of the oase, and the hei^^t of the top. 
Imlac explained to them the principles upon which the pyra- 
midal form was chosen lor a fabric intended to oo-extend iti 
duration with that of the world : he showed that its grachuJ 
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dBniinution gate H such itabilitj, as defeated all the commoa 
attacks of the elements, and could scarcely be o?erthrown 
by earthquakes themselres, the least resistiUe c€ natural 
violence. A concussion that shouki shatter the pyramid 
would threaten the dissolution of the c<mtinent. 

They measured all its dimensions, and pitched their tenta 
at its foot. Next day they prepared to enter its interior 
apartments, and having hircMi the comm<m guides^ climbed up 
to the first passage ; when the fitvorite of the pnncess, lodk- 
in^ into the cavity, stepped back and trembled. << Pekuah," 
•aid the princess, " of what art thou afraid T* 

" Of tne narrow entrance,'* answered the lady, *< and of 
the dreadful gloom. I dare not eater a place which must 
surely be inhabited by unquiet souls. Tne original posses- 
sors of these dreadful vaults will start up before us. and per- 
haps shut us in for ever.'* She spoke, and threw ner arms 
round the neck of her mistress. 

" If all your fear be of apparitions," sakl the prince, " I 
will promise you safety : there is no danger from the dead ; 
he that is once buried will be seen no more.'* 

" That the dead are seen no more," said Imlac, " I will 
not undertake to maintain against the concurrent and unva- 
ried testimony of all ages and of all nations. There ik no 
people, rude or learned, among whom apparitions of the 
dead are not related and believed. This opinion, which, 
perhaps, prevails as far as human nature is diffused, could 
oecome universal only by its truth : those that never heard of 
one another would not have a^eed in a tale whitih nothing 
but experience can make credible. That it is doubted by 
single cavillers can very little weaken the general evidence , 
ana some who deny it with their tongues confess it by their 
fears. 

" Yet T do not mean to add new terrors to those Which hava 
already seized upon Pekuah. There can be no reascm why 
spectres should haunt the pyramid more than other places, or 
why they should have power or will to hurt iiino<^ence and 
purity. Our entrance is no violation of their privileges ; wo 
can take nothuig from them ; how then can we offend them ?" 

" My dear Pekuah," said the princess, " I will always so 
before you, and Imlac shall follow you. Remember that ybo. 
are the companion of the princess of Abissinia?" 

*< If the princess is pleased that her servant should die,** 
returned the lady, " let her command some death less draaiiU 
fltl than inclosure in this horrid cavern. Tou know I dara 
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not disobey you ; I must go if you command ifie; but, if 1 
once enter, I never shall come back." 

The princess saw that her fear was too strong for expostu- 
lation or repropf, and, embracing her, told her that she should 
stay in the tent till their return. Peki|ah was not yet patis-* 
fied, but entreatJE;d the princess nbt to pursue so dreadful a 
purpose as that of entering the recesses of the pyramids. 
*' Though I cannot teach cburage,** said Nekayahi " I nUist 
not l^arn cowardice ; nor leave at last undone what I came 
hither only to do." 

CHAP, XXXII. 
They enter the Pyramid, 

Pekuah descended to the t«|its^ and the rest entered the 
pyramid ;' they passed through the galleries, surveyed the 
vaults of marble, and examined the cpest in which the body 
of the founder is supposed to have been reposite'd. They 
Uien sat down in one of the most spacious cnamb^rs to rest 
awhile, before they attempted to retuYn. 

"We have now," said linlac, "gratified pur minds with 
an exact view of the greatest, work of man, except the wall 
of China. . 

** Of the wall, it is very easy to assign the motive. It se- 
cured a wealthy and timorous nation fh>m the incursions of 
barbarians, whose unskilfulness in the arts made it easier for 
them t6 supply their wanta by rapine than by.industry, an« 
who from time to time poured in upon the inhabitants t>f peace* 
fill commerce, as. vultures descend upon domestic fowl. Their 
celerity and fierceness made the wall necessary, and their 
ignorance made it efficacious. 

'" But for the pyramids, ho reason has ever been pivpn, 
adequate to the cost and labor of the work. The narrownr*-* 
of the chambers proves that it could afibrd no retreat f • 
enemies, and treasures might have been reposited at far less 
expense with equal security. It seems to nave been erected 
only in compliance with that hunger of imagination which 
preys incessantly upon life, and must be always appeased by 
V>me employ ment. ThoBe who. have already all t^iat they can 
enjoy, must enlarge their desires. He that has built for use 
till use is supplied, must begin to build for vanity^ and extend 
Us plan to the utmost power of human performance, that he 
nay not be soon reduced to form another wish. 

« X cmuider this mighty structure as a monument of the 
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■NAdencY of human enjojiiieiits. A knig. i vlio a e power 
is unlimited, and whose treasures surmckint all reed and ima/- 



ginary wants, is compelled to solace, by the erection of a pyra- 
nid, the satiety of auminion and tastelessness of pleasures, 
and to amuse the tediousness of declining life, by seeing thou- 
sands laboring without end, and one stone, for no purpose, 
laid upon another. Whoever thou art, that, not content with 
derate condition, imaginest happiness in royal masnifi* 



eence, and dreamest that command or riches can feed the 
appetite of novelty with perpetual gratifications, survey the 
pyramids, and confess thy folly !** 

CHAP. XXXlil, 
The Prineeu meets toith cm Unexpected M^fortune, 

Thkt rose up, and returned through the cavi^ at which 
Uiey had entered ; and the princess prepared for her favorite 
a long narrative of dark lanyrinths ana costly ro<»a8, and' of 
the different impressions which the varieties of the way had 
made upon her. But when they came to their train, they 
found every one silent and dejected: the men -discovered 
shame and fear in their countenances, and the vfomem w«e 
weepmg in their tents. 

What had happened they did not try to conjecture, but im- 
mediatel3r inquired. '* You nad scarcely entered into ^e pyra- 
mid," said one of the attendants, " when a troop of Araba 
rushed upon us : we were too few to resist them, and too slow 
to escape. They were about to search the tents, set us oni 
our camels, and drive us along before them, when the* i^ 
proach of some Turkish horsemen put them to flieht : but 
they seized the lady Pekuah with her two maids, aaa carried 
them away : the Turks are now pursuing them by our insti- 
gation, but I fear they will not be able to overtake them.'* 

The princess was overpowered with surprise and grief. 
Rasselas, in the first heat of his resentment, ordered his ser- 
vants to follow him, and prepared to pursue the robbers vnth 
his sabre in his hand. '' Sir," said Imlac, " what can you 
hope from violence or valor? the Arabs are mounted on horses 
trained to battle and retreat ; we have only beasts of burden. 
By leaving our present station we may lose the princess, but 
cannot hope to regain Pekuah." 

In a short time the Turks rettnned, having not been able- 
to reach the enemy. The princess burst out into new lamen- 
tations, and Rasselas could scarcely forbear to reproach them 
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with cowardice; but Tmlac was of opinion^ that the i 
of the Arabs was no additicm to their misfortune, for, perhaps, 
they would have killed their captives rather than have resigned 
them. 




CIlAP. XXXIV. 
They return to Qaira unthout Pekuah, 

TsERE was nothing to be hoped from longer stay. They * 
returned to Cairo, repenting of the^r curiosity, censuring the 
negligence of the government, lamenting their own rashness, 
which had neglected to procure a guard, imagining many 
expedients by which the loss of Peauah might have been 
prevented, and resolving.to do something for her re<5overy, 
though none'could find any thiug prop'er to be done. 

Nekayah retn-ed to her chamber, where her women at- 
tempted to comfort her, by telling her that all had their trou- 
bles, and that lady Pekuah had enjoyed much happiness in 
the world for a long time, and might reasonably expect a 
change of fortune. Theynoped that some, good wvMud be* 
fall her wheresoever she was, and that their mistress would 
find another friend, who might supply her place. 

The princess mside them no answer ; ana they continued 
the form of condolence, not much grieved m 'their hearts 
that the favorite was lost. 

Next day the prince presented to the Bassa a memorial of 
the wrong which he had suffered, and a petition for redress. 
The Bassa threatened to punishuhe jrobbers, but did not at- 
tempt to catch them ; nor indeed could any account or de-^ 
scrrption be given by which he might direct the pursuit. 

It soon appeared that nothing would be done by authority. 
Governors being accustomed^ to hear of more crimes than 
tfiey can punish, and more wrongs than they can redress, set 
themselves , at ease by indiscriminate ne^gence, and pre- 
sently forget tne request when th6y lose sight of the peti- 
tioner. 

Imlac then endeavored to gain some intelligence by pri- 
fate agents. He found many who pretended to an exact 
knowledge of all the haunts of the Arabs, and to regular 
eorresppndence with their chiefs, and who readily undertook 
die recovery of Pekuah. Of these, some were furnished 
with money for their journey, and came back no more ; 
some were liberally paid for accounts wfaich a few days dis- 
severed to be false. But the princess would not suffer any. 
neans, however improbable, to be lefl untried. While she 
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vrnn dohfie MMnethini;, the kept her hope aU?e. As one ez- 
MMJient failed, another was luggested ; when one mewenger 
-eturned unsuccessful, another #a8 despatched to a difierent 
quarter. 

Two months had now passed, and of Pekuab nothing had 
been heard ; the hopes which Uiey had endeavored to raise 
in each other grew more languid ; and the princess, when 
she saw nothing more to be tried, sunk down inconsolable in 
hopeless dejectMB. A thousand times she reproached her- 
self with the eai^ compUance by which she permitted her 
favorite Co stay behind ner. *' JEiad not my fondnessy" said 
she, " lessened my authority, Pekuah had not dared to talk 
of her terrors. She oueht to have feared me more than 
spectres. A severe look would have overpowered her ; a 
pereniptonf command woukl have compeUed obedience. 
Why did foolish indulgence prevail upon me ? why did I not 
speak, and refuse to hear /" 

" Great princess," said Imlac, " do not reproach yourself 
for your virtue, or consider that as biameable by which evil 
has accidentally been caused. Your tenderness for the 
timidity of Pekuab was generous and kind. When we act 
accorcung to our duty, we commit the event to Hiin by whose 
laws our actions are goyerned, and who will suffer none to 
be finally punished (or obedience. When, in prospect of 
some good, whether natural or moral, we break the rules 
prescribed us, we withdraw from the direction of superior 
wisdom, and take all consequences upon ourselves. Man 
cannot so far know the connexion of causes and events, as 
that he may venture to do wrong in order to do right. When 
we pursue our end by .awful means, we may always console 
our miscarriage by the hope of future recompense. When 
we consult only our own policy, and attempt to find a nearer 
way to good, by overleaping the, settled boundaries of right 
and wrong, we cannot oe happy even by success, because 
we cannot escape the consciousness of our fault ; but if we 
miscarry, tlie disappointment is irremediably imbittered. 
How comfortless is the sorrow of him who feels at once the 
pangs of guilt, and the vexation of calamity which guilt has 
brought upon him ! 

*' Uonsider, princess, what would have been your condi 
tion, if the lady Pekuab had entreated to accompany you, 
and, being compelled to stay in the tents, had beeia carried 
away ; or how would you have borne the thought if you had 
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forced her into the pyramid, and she had died before you in* 
agoniei of terror." 

"Had either haopened,"' said Nekayah, "I could not 
have endured Ufe till now ; I should have been t<Mrtured to 
madness by the remembrance of such cruelty, or must have 
pined away in abhorrence of myself." 

" This, at least," said Imlac, *^ is the present reward of 
virtuous conduct, that no unlucky consequence can oblige jus 
to repent it," ^ 

CfiAP. XXXV. 

The Princess languishes for want of PehtuA, 
NcKAYAH, being thus reconciled to herself, found that no 
evil is insupportable but that which is accompanied with con- 
sciousness of wrong. She w^, from that time, delivered 
from the violence of tempestuous sorrow, and sunk into 
silent pensiveness and eloopiy tranauillity. She sat from 
moruinf to evening recollecting all that bad been done or 
said by her Pekuah, treasured up with care, every trifle on 
which Pekuah had sat an accidental value, and wnich mi^t 
recall to mind any little incident or careless 9onversation. 
The sentiments of her whom she now expected to see no 
more, were treasured in her ^memory as rules of life, and 
she deliberated to no other end than to conjecture on any 
occasion what would have been the opinion and counsel oc 
Pekuah. 

The women by whom she was attended knew ilothing of 
her real condition, and therefore she could not talk to them 
but with caution and rese'rve. She began to remit her curi- 
osity, havhig no great desire to collect notions which she ha^ 
no convenience of Uttering. Rasselas endeavored first to 
comfort and aflerwards to divert her ; he hired musicians, to 
whom she seemed to listen, but did not hear them ; and pro- 
cured masters to instruct her in various arts, whose lectures, 
when they visited her again, were again to be repeated. She 
had lost her taste of pleasure, and her ambition of excel- 
lence. And her mind, though forced into short excursions, 
always recurred to the image of her friend. 

Imlac was every morning earnestly enjoined to renew his 
inquiries, and was asked every night whether he had yet heard 
of Pekuah ; till, not being able to return the princess the an- 
jBwer that she desired, he was less .and less wiHing to come 
into h^r presence. She observed his backwardness, and 
commaoMied him to attend her. <* You are not," said she, 
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** to confound inmatieRce with resentment, or to rappoM that 
1 charge you witn negligence, because I repbfb at y<iur ud* 
vucceiwrulneRS. 1 do not much wonder at your absence. I 
know that the unhappy are never pleasmg, and that all natu- 
rally avoid the contagion of misery. To hear complaints i^ 
wparisome, alike to the wretched and the happy ; for wHo 
would cloud, by adventitious grief, the short j^earos of gaye- 
ty which life allows us? or who, Uiat is struggling tmderliia 
own evils, will add to them the misenes of another ? 

" The time b at hand, when none shall be disturbed any 
longer by the sighs of Nekayah : my search after happiness - 
M now at an end. I am resolved to retire from the world 
with all its flatteries and deceits, and will hide myself in soli- 
tude, without any other care than to compose my thoughts, 
and regulate my liours by a constant succession of innocent 
occupations, till, with a mind purified from earthier aesifes, I 
shall enter into that state, to whidi all are hastening, and in, 
which I hope again to enjoy the friendship of Pekuah.*' 

" £>o not entangle your mind," said Imlac, " bj irrevoca- 
ble determinations, nor increase the burden of life by a vo- 
luntary accumulation of misery ; the weariness of retire- 
ment will continue or increase when the loss of Pekuah u 
forgotten. That you have been deprived of one pleasure is 
no very good reason for rejection of the rest.'' 

" Since Pekuah was taken fi^>m me," said the princess, 
** I have no pleasure to reject or to retain. Sh6 that has no 
one to love or trust, has little to hope. She wants the radi- 
cal principle of hai>pines8. We may, perhaps, allow thi^t 
what satisfaction this woiid can afibra must arise from tlie 
coniunction of wealth, knowledge, and goodness : wealth is 
nothing but as it is bestowed, and knowledge nothing but as 
it is communicated : they must therefore be imparted to others, 
and to whom could I now delight to impart them? Goodness 
aibrds the only comfort which can be enjoyed without a part- 
ner, and goodness may be practised in retirement." 

** How far solitude may admit goodness, or advance it, I 
shall not," replied Imlac, " dispute at present. Remember 
the confession of the pious hermit. You will wish to return 
into the world when the image of your comnanion has left 
your thoughts." " I'hat time," said Nekayah, " wiU never 
come. The generous frankness, the modest obsequiousness, 
and the faithful secrecy of my dear Pekuah, will atwaya b« 
more missed, as I shall live longer to see vice and folly." 

** The state of a mind oppressed with a sudden calamity," 
said Ifnlac, " is like that ot the fabulous inhabitants of the 
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aew-cre&ted earth, who, when the first ni|dit came upon thtik 
supposed that day would never return. Wlien the clouds of 
sorrow gather over us, we see nothing bey<Hid them, nor can 
imagine how thiey will be dispelled :. vet a new day succeed- 
ed to the night, and sorrow is i^ver long without a. dawn of 
ease. But Uiey who restrain themselves from receiving com- 
fort do as the EtRvages would have done, bad they put out 
their eyes when it was dark. Our minds, like our bodies, 
are in continual flux : something is hourly lost, and something 
acquired. To lose much at once is inomiveBient to either 
but while the vital powers remain uhiniured, nature will find 
the means of reparation. Instance has the same efiTect on 
the mmd as on tne eye ; and while we glide ^akmg the streaai 
id time, whatever w« leave behind us is always lesseninci 
and that which we appcoach increasing in magnitude. 1^ 
not sufibr life to stagnate ^ it will £row muddy for want of 
motion ; commit yourself again to the current of the world ; 
Pekuah will vanish by degrees ; you will meet in^jour wajr 
scHoe other favorite, or learn to diffuse yourself m genera: 
conversation^" 

** At least," said the prince, " do not despair before all re« 
medies have be^i tried : the inquiry afler the unfortunate 
lady is still continued, and shall be canied on with yet great 
er diligence, on condition that you will promise to wait ayeai 
for the event, without any unalterable reeohition.*' 

Nekayah thought this a reasonable demand, and ntade tho 
promise to her brother, who had been advised by Imlac to. re- 

Suire it. Imlac had, indeed, no gneat hope of regaining Pe« 
uah ; but he supposed, that if he could secure the intervid 
of a year, the prmcess wouki be then in no danger of a clois- 



CHAP. XXXVI. 
PdttuA tM atUl remembered. The Progrees ef Swrmo, 
Nekatah, seeing that nothing was omitted for the reco- 
very of her favorite, and having, by her promise, set her in- 
tention of retirement at a distance, began unpercepttt>ly to 
return to common cares and common pleasures. She rejoic- 
ed without her own consent at the suspension of her sorrows, 
and sometimes caught herself with indignation in the act of 
turning awav her mind from the remembrance ot her whom 
yet she resolved never to forget. 

She then appointed a certain hour of the day for medita- 
tion on the merits and fondness of Pekuah, and for s<)m<* 
a 
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weelu retl^ cooctanUy at dw time fixed, end retorned witJ^ ^ * 
bar eyei iwoUtm aad lier comitftnence clouded. B7 degrees j^ 

•he ^ew less ecnipoloiM, oad suffered any important and 
pressing avocatioB to dela^ the tribute of daily- tears. fShe 
then yielded to less occasions ; sometimes forget what she 
was mdeed afraid te remember ; ^ndt at last^ wholly released 
herself from the duty o( periodical afllictiim. 

Her real lorstcf Fekuah was not yet dimintriied. A thou- 
sand occurrences brought her bade to memory, and a thou- 
sand wants, which nothing but the confidence of friendship 
can supply, made her firequentiy regretted.. She, therefore, 
solicited Imlac never to desist from inquiry, and to leave do 
art of intelligence untried, that at least she might have the 
comfort of Imowing that she did not suffer by negligence or 
sluggishness. ^* Yet what," said she, "is to be expected 
from our pursuit of happiness, wh^n vfb find the state <^ life 
to be such that happiness itself is the cause of misery ? Why 
should we endeavor to attain that of which the possessiw' 
cannot be secured ? I shall henceforward fear to yield my 
heart to excellence, however bright, or to fondness, nowever 
tender, lest I should lose again what I have K>st in Pekuah." 



CHAP. XXXVII. 
The Prineen fiectn newt of Pekuah, 

In seven months, one of the messengers, who had been 
sent away upon the day when the promise was drawn from 
the princess, returned, after many unsnccessful rambles, frotn 
the Dorders of Nubia, with an account that Pekuah was in the 
hands of an Arab chief, who possessed a castle or forlress on 
the extremity of Egypt. The Arab, whose revenue was 
plunder, was willing to restore her, with lier two'attendaiits, 
for two hundred ounces of gold. 

The price was no subject of debate. The princess wapiti 
ecstasies when she heard that her lavorite was alive, and 
might so cheaply be ransomed. ' She could not think of de- 
taymg for a moment Pekuali*s happiness or her own, but cti- 
treated her brother to send back the messetiger with the sum 
required. Imlac, being consulted, was not very confident of 
the veracity of the relater, and was still more doubtful, of the 
Arab's faith, who might, if )\e were too lihera'Jv trusted, de- 
tan at once tlie mortpy and the caplives. He rnou^ht it dati- 
ge owi to jMit ilu'tr»-.e!\>s \u ihe power of the Arab, by goinit* 
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into hu ftistrict ; and could not expect that the rover would so 
much expose hmiself as to come into the.iower country, where 
hejmight be seized by the forces of the Bassa. 

It is difficult to negotiate where neither will trust. But 
Tmlac, after some deliberation, directed t{ie metjsenger to pro- 
pose that Pekuah should be conducted by ten horsemen^to the 
monastery of St. Anthony, which is aituated;in the deserts of 
Upper ^Egypt, where she should be met by the same number, 
ana her ransom should be paid. 

That no time might be lost, as they expected tliat the pro- 
posal would not be refused, they immediately began tneir 
jpurney to the monastery ; and wlien they arrived, Imlac went 
forward with the forirtbr messenger to the Arab's fortress. 
Rasselas was desirous to go with them ; but neither his sister 
nor Imlac woulcj consent. The Arab, according to the custom of 
his nation, observed the laws oP hospitality with great exact- 
ness to those who put themselves into his power, and, in a few 
days, brought Pekuah with her maids, by ea:iy journeys, to 
the place appointed, where, deceiving the stipulated price, he 
restored her,, with great respect, to liberty and her fHends, 
and undertook to conduct them back towards Cairo beyond 
all danger of robbery or violence. 

The grincess and her favorite enibraced each other with 
transport too violent to be expressed, and went out Together 
to pour the tears of tenderness in secret, and exchange pro- 
fessions of kindness and gratitude. After a few hours they 
returned into the refectory of the convent, where, in the pre- 
•ence of the prior and his brethren, the prince required <^ 
Pekuah the history of her adventures. 

CHAP, xxxvm. 

The Adventures oflhe Lady Pekuah. 

" At what time, and in what manner 1 was forced away," 
aaid Pekuah, '* your servants have told you. The sudden- 
ness of the event sgruck me with surprise, and I was at first 
rather stupified than agitated with any^ passion of either fear ( 
or sorrow. My confusion wajs increased by the speed and 
tumult of our night, ^hile we were followed by the Turks, 
who, as it seem^, soon despaired to overtake us, or were 
afraid of those whom they made a show of menacing. 

*' When the Arabs saw themselves out of danger, they 
slackened, their course ; and as I was less harassed by exter- 
nal violence, I began to feel more uneaameM in >mv mind. 
After some time, we 8tO(^>ed near a spnug shaded with trees, 
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in a pleasant meadow, where we sat upon the gromid, and 
were offered such refireshments as our masters were paitak- 
in){. I wa9 suffered to sit with my maids apart from thp vat, 
and none attempted to comfort or inftuU.us. Here I first be- 
^au to feel the tuH weight of my- misery. The girls sat weep* 
m^ in silence, and from time to time looked on me for suoooft ' 
I Knew not to what condition we were doom^, nor 'tould 
conjecture where would be the place of our captiiihrj or 
whence to draw any hope of deliverance. I was in the hand* 
of robbers and tiavages, and had no reason to suppose that 
their pity was more than ihetr iiistice, or tfiatthey would fbf)- 
bear the graiification of any ardor of desire, or caprice of era- 
elty. I, however, kissed my'maids, ai^d endeavored to pad^ 
them by remarking, that we were yet treated witli.decene^i 
and that since we were now carried beyond pursuit, there was 
no danger of violence to our lives. ^ 

" When we were to be set again on hors^mck, my nlaids 
clung round me, and refused to be parted ; but I commanded 
them not to irritate thos^ who htfd us in the^ power. We 
travelled the remaimng j>art of the day through an wifre- 
quented and pathless country, and came by moonlight to the 
side of the hill where the rest of the troop was stationed. 
Their tents were pitched, and their fires kindled, and oar 
ctiief was wdcomed as a man much beloved by his de- 
pendants. 

" We were received into a large tent, where we found w(h 
men who had attended their husbands in the expedition. •They 
set before us the supper which they had provided, and I ale 
k rather tu encourage my maids than to comply wUh any ap- 
petite of my own. When the meat was taken away, tjiey 
spread the carpets ibr repose. I was weary, and hoped to 
find in sleep that remission of distress which nature seldom 
denies. Ordering myself, therefore, to be undressed, I o^ 
served that the women looked very earnestl}^ upon Bl^) n<^ 
expecting, I suppose, to see me so submissively attended. 
When my upper vest was taken off, they were apparently 
struck with the splendor opny clQthes,-and one of them dmo* 
rously laid her hand upon the embroidery. She then went 
out, and, in a short time, came back with another woman, ^o 
seemed to be of higher rank and greater authority. She did, 
at her entrance, the usual act of reverence, and, taking 'me b^ 
Che hand, placed me in a smaller tent, spread with finer cfur- 
pets, where I spent the night quietly with tpy maids.. 

' " la the moming, as I Was sitting on the gra^s, the diief of 
jthe troop came towards mt. I rose up to ree«ire him, tad 
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he bowed with great respect. * lUustnoUB kdy,' said he, < mj 
fortune is better than IJimI presumed to hope ; I am told^ by 
my women, that I,baym princess. in my camp.' Sir, aa- 
swered I, yoUr women have deceived themselV^ and ]rod ; I 
am not a princess, but aq unhappy stranger, who intended 
soon to have left this country, in wliich I am now to be impri- 
son^ for ever. * Whoever, or wheneesoever, you are,* re- v1||.^ 
turned the Arab, * your dress, and that of y oup^servants, show 
yoorrank to be high, and yoinr wealth to be great. Why 
should YOU, who can so easily procure your fansom, tbimit 
yourself in danger of perpetual captivity? The purpose o5 
ay incursions is to, increase my riches, or more properiy to 
gather tribute. The sons of Isnmael are the natural and he- 
reditary lords of this part<if the continent, which is usurped 
by late invaders and low-bprn tyrants, from whom we are 
compelled to take ~by the swordf what is denied to justice. 
The vkd^nee ef war admits no distinction ; the lance tha4 is 
lifted at guilt and power wiU soinetimes fall on innocence and 
gentleness.* 

^ How little, said I, did I expect that yesterday it should 
have fallen iipon me. 

*** Misfortunes,' answered the Arab, ' should always be 
expected. If the eye of hostility could learn reverence w • 
pity, excellence like yours had oeen exempt from injury. 
But the ancels of affliction spread their toils alike for the 
virtuous and the wicked, for the mighty and the mean. Do 
not be disconsolate ; I am not one of the lawless and cruel 
rt^vers of the desert; I know the rules of civil life ; I will 
fix yoor ransom, give a passport to your messenger, and peiw 
form my stipulation witn nice punctuality.' 

" You will easily beUeve that I was pleased with his coiw- 
tesy ; and finding, that his predominant passion was desire of 
money, I began now to think my danger less ; for I kne.w 
that no sum i^uld be thought too great' for the release of Pa- 
Kuah. I told him that he should nave no reason ttf charge 
me with ingratitude, if I was used with kindness ; ^md that ^ 
any ransom which conld be expected for a maid of common 
rank wbukl bepaid, but that he must not persist to rate me aa 
ai princess. He said he would consider what he should de- 
mand, and then, smiling, bowed and retired. 

" Soon after, the women came about me, each contmding 
to be more officioin than the other^ and my maidfi themselves 
were served with reverence* We travelled onward by short ^ 

journeys. On the fourth day, the chief tokl me that my ri»* 
s«6i must be two hiindriBd ounces of gold; which I potantf 
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prombed him, bat told him that I would add €Sky more, if 1 
and my maidt were honorably treated. 

" I sever kaew the power of sold before. From that time 
I was the leader of the troop. The march of ereiy day vrju 
longer or shorter as I commanded, and the tents were pitdied 
where I chose to rest. We now qad camels and other ooo> 
▼eniences for travel :' vay own women were always at my side, 
and I amused myself with observing the manners of the w 
grant nati<Mi8, and with viewing remains of ancient edifices 
with which these deserted countries appear to have been^ in 
some distant age, lavishly embellished. 

** The chief of the band was a man far (hmi illiterate : he 
was able to travel by the stars or the <5ompass, uid had 
marked in his erratic expeditions such places as are most 
worthy the notice of a passenger. He observed to me, dial 
buildings are always best preserved in places little frequente^a 
and dimcult of access : for when once a country dedines firOIA 
its primitive splendor, the i more inhabitants are left, the 
Quicker ruin wUl be made. Walls supply stones more eanMr 
tnan ouarries ; and palaces and temples will be demoUdbe(^ 
to make stables of granite and cottages of porphyry." 



CHAP. XXXIX. 
The AdveniureB qfPekaah continued, 
(( We wandered about in this manner for some weekiL ei« 
»her, as our chief pretended, for my gratification, or, as 1 ra- 
ther suspected, for some convei^ence of his 6wn. I ende»- 
▼ored to appear c<Hitented where suUenness and resentmoit 
would have been of no use, and that endeavor conduced mudi 
to the calmness of my^mind; but my heart was always with 
Nekayah, and the troubles of the night much overbalanced the 
amusements of the day.. My women, who threw all their 
cares upon their mistress, set tneir minds at ease firom the time 
when iaey saw me treated with respect, and gave themselves 
up to the incidental alleviations of our fatigue without solici- 
tude or sorrow. I was pleased with their pleasmre, and ani- 
mated with their confidence. My condition had lost much of 
its terror, since I found that the Arab rang^ed the country 
merely to get riches. Avarice is a uniform and tractabfe 
yice : other intellectual distempers are different in different 
constitutions of mind ; that lyhich soothes the pride <^ one 
will offend the pride of another; but to the fiivor of the oo- 
vetous there is a ready way— bring' money, and notUng m 
domed. 
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** At last we -came to the dwellings of our chief; a stroi^ 
and spacious house, built with stone in an island of the Nile, 
which lies, as I was told, under the tropic. * Lady/ said the 
Arab, < you shall rest afler your journey a few weeks in thig 
place, where you fiu-e to consider yourself as sovereign. My 
occupation is war : I have therefore chosen this obscure re- 
sidence, from which I can issue unexpected, and to which I 
can retire unpursued. You may now repose in security: 
here are few pleasures, but here is no danger.' He then j(ed 
me into the inaw apartments, and, seating me on the richest 
couch, bowed tolbe ground. 

** I^ woraen,^who considered me as a rival, looked on iQe 
with maligniQr ; but being soon informed that I was a great 
lady detuned only for my ransom, they began to vie with eadi 
other in obsequiousness and reverence. 

" Being again comforted with new assurances of speedy 
liberty, I was for some days diverted from^ impatience by the 
novelty of t|)e place. The turrets overlooked the countnr to 
a great distance, and afforded a view of many windings $» th« 
stream. In the day I wandered from one place to another, 
as the course of the sun varied the splendor of the prospect, 
and saw many things which I had never seen before. The 
crocodiles 'and river horses are common in this unpeopled re- 
gion ; and I often looked upon them with terror, tnough I 
knew that th^ could not hart me. For some time I enact- 
ed to see mermaids and tritons, which, as Imlae has tola me, 
the European travellers have stationed in the Nile ; but no 
8u6h' beings ever appeared, and the Arab, when I inquired 
afler them, laushed at my creduU^. 

"At night tne Arab always attended me to a tower set 
apart for celestial observations, where he endeavored to teach 
me the names and courses of the stars. I had no great inclina;* 
tion to this study ; but an appearance of attention was neces- 
sary to please my instructor, w^o valued himself ibr his skill, 
and, in a little while, I found some employment requisite to bt* 
guile the tediousness of time, which was to be passed alwayi 
amidst the same objeqts. I was weary of looking in the mom- ^ 
ing on things from which I had tunjed away weanr in tha 
evening : I therefore was at last willing to observe tae stars 
rather than do nothing, but could not always compose nqr 
thoughts, and was very oilen thinkiiig on Nekayah- when 
others imagined me contemplating the sky. Soon afler tha 
Arab, went upon another expedition, and then my only plea- 
sure was to talk with my 'maids about Che accident bY which 
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joy tiMdr OMTereatioD, ppd partake their dWersioto? Id % 
place where tbey fouad buimeu or anuieaieat, why ahotdd 
TOO nt corroded with idle BMlancboly 1 or Wliy could net yon 
Vear for a few monthe that coadidoii to Mch they were ooo* 
demned for lifer ^^ 

' « The diTernoBs of the woMea,** aosiNH^ekaah, ** wer» 
M)ly childiBh play,by which the nuad, aobMHMd to vtronger 
eperationt, could net be kept busy. I cooU do aH which they 
delifhted in doing by powers meregr eenritiyey while my in* 
tellMtual faculticfl were flow* to Cairo. iThey ran (rom room 
to room, as a bird hope from wire to wire in fait cage. Thej 
danced for the sake of motion, as lambs frisk in a meadow. 
One sometimes pretended to be hurt that the rest micht b« 
alarmed, or hid herself that another mighC seek her. Fut oi 
tfaeu* time passed in watching the procress of light bodies that 
floated on the river, and* part in-maniag the yarious fonM 
into which clouds broke in the i^y. 

" Their business was onty needlework, ki winch I aiiid my 
maids sometimes helped tbem^ but yon know thai the moid 
will easily stragele from the finsers, nor'wUl you suspect that 
captiTity and absence from Nekayah eouU Veceiye solaes 
flrom silken flowers. ^ . ' 

<< Nor was much satisfaction to be hoped from. tfateircoByieh> 
sation : for of what could they be emected to talk ? .Th^ 
had 9een nothing, for Ithey had lived from earfy youth in thai 
narrow spot : of what they had aot seen they could have no 
knowledge, for they could not read. They Jwd no idea bM 
of the few things that were within their view^ and had hardly 
names for ady thing bqt their clothes and their food; Aa 1 
bore a superior character, I was often cfdled to terminate their 
fuarrels, which I decided as equitaUy as \ could. If it 
could have amused me to hear the complaints of eachiigauurt 
the rest, I might have been often detained by long stories. 
but the motives of their animosity were so small that I coolo 
not listen without interrupting the tale." 

** How," said Rasselas, " can tlje Arab, whom you repre- 
sented as a man of more than common accomplishments, tak« 
any pleasure in his seraglio when it is filled only with womea 
like these? Are they exqtfisitely beautiful?*' 

« They do not," said Pekuah, « want that unafe<»tiiig iand 
ignoble beauty which may subsist without qirightliness or 
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sublimity, without energy of thouj^t or dignity of virtu*. 
But to a man IMce the Arab, snCk hewaty was only a fldwer 
casually plucked and (Carelessly thrown away. Wlkatersr 
pleasures he might find amon? them, they were not IboBe of 
nieAdship or society. When they were playing alftoiiC him, 
he looked on them with inattentive supenonty^:^ v^^ they 
vied for his regard^ he sometimes tumea away disgusted. As 
they hiui no knopwdge, their talk could take.nothing firoib the 
tediousness of life : as they had 90 chmce,' their f<»dness, or 
appearance of JGiBdneQs, eitcited in him neither pride nor ^n^ 
utude : he wMrabt exalted in his own esteem .oy the smdes 
of a woman win saw no other man, norw«s much obliged 
by that reraurd of which he could never itnow the sincerity, 
and which lie might c^en perceive to be exerted not so much 
to delight him as to pain a rival. That which he gave, and 
they received, as love, was only a careless distribution of su« 
perauous time ; such love as mui can bestow upon that wMoh 
ne desfMses, si»ch as has neither hope nor fear, neither joy 
oor sorrow." - 

^'Tou have reason, I^, to think yourself happy,** stid 
Imlac, " tbaryou have been' thus easily dismissed. Hovr 
could a mind, hungry for knowledge, w willing, m 9k intelleo* 
tual famine,- to lose such a banquet as Pektnh's converse* 
tion/" 

*< I am- mdiaed to believe," answered Pekuah, •* that he 
was for some time in suspMise^ for notwithstanding his pro- 
mise, whenever I proposed to despatch a messenger to Cairo, 
he*lound some ncuse fbc delay. While I was detained In 
his house, he made many incursions inta the neighbormg 
countries, and, perlMu>s, he woukUhave reftised to disdiarge 
me, had his plimder been eqawX to his wishes. He retumed 
always courteous, related' his adventured, delighted to hear 
my OMorvations, and endeavored to advance my acquaintance 
with the stars. When I importuned lum to send away ny 
letters, he soothed me with profeisions of horior and sincerity ; 
and when I codd be no loi4;er decently denied, put his troop 
again in niotion, and left me to. govern m his absence. I was 
much afflicted by this studied procrastination, and was som^ 
times afraid that I shouki be fbr^ften^ that you would leave 
Cairo, and I must end my days m an island of the Kile. 

** I grew at last hopeless-and dejected, and cared so httle to 
enteniin him, that he for a while more frequently taHted with 
my maids. That he sbooUl fiiH in love with Ihem, or with 
BUS, mijghi have .been equaHy latal ; and I ^^na not .much 
pleiMtlwitfa the gfi'ii^ ftMMiip. My Uaatty was not 
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laii|(; for, as I recovered eome degree of ch^erfiihiefls. he rt^ 
turned to me, and I could not forbear to despiae my foimer 



<* He atill delayed toaend for my ransom, and would« petw 
haps, never have determined, had not your amnt .found his 
way to him. The gold, which bewoqld not Tetchj^he could 
not reject when it was oflTefeii. He hastened to prepare for 
Off journey hither, like a man delivered from the pam <>f an 
Mtestine cooflict. I took leave ofjny companions in the house, 
who dismissed me with cold indifference.** 

Nekayah, having heanl her favorite's rehrtion, rose and 
embraced her : ana Rasselas gave -her a hundred ounces of 
gokl, which she presented. to the Arab for the fifty that were 
proBuaed. 

CHAP. XL. 
The Hittory of a Man of JUartunt* 

Thkt returned to Cairo, and were so well pleased at^find- 
ms themselves together,, that none of them went much abroad. 
Thb prince be^^an to love learning, and one day declared to 
Imlac, that he mtended to devote hunself to science, and pass 
the rest cf hia days in literary solitude. ^ 

" Before you make your final choice," answered Imlac, 
« you ought to examine its "hazards, and converse with some of 
those who are grown old in the company of themselves. I 
have just left the observatory of one of tne most learned as- 
tronomers in the world, who has spent &rty years in un« ^ 
wearie\ attention to the motions and appnearanpes of the 
celestial bodies. ;and has drawn out Jus soul in endless calcu-- 
lations. He admits a few friends once a month to hear his 
deductions and enioy his discoveries. I was'mtroduced as a 
man of knowledge worthy c/['\ub notice. Men of various 
ideas and fluent conversation are c<mimonly welcome to those 
whose thoughts have been l(m^ fixed upon a single point, and 
who find the images of other tnin^ stealing away. jL delist- 
ed him with my remarks : he smiled at the narrative of my 
travels, and was glad to forget the constellations, and descend 
for a moment into the lower world. 

<< On the next day of vacation I renewed my visit, and was 
so fortunate as to please him again. He relaxed firom that 
dme the severity or his rule, and permitted me to enter at my 
own Choice. I found him always busy, and always glad to ; 
be relieved. As each knew mudi which the other was de* 
sirous of learning, we exchanged our notknn with great do- 
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tight. I perceived that I had' every day more of his coofi- 
i^nce, and always found nevf cause of admiratioii in the 
profundity of his mind. His comprehensi<Hi is vast, his 
memory captious and retentive ; his discourse is methodicalj 
and his expression clear. , 

"His integrity and benevolence are equal to his learning. 
His deepest researches and most favorite studies are willing- 
ly interrupted for any opportunity of doing good by his coun- 
sel or his riches. To his 'closest retresct, at Ms most busy 
moments, ail are admitted thai want his assistance. For 
though I exdode idleness and pleasure, I will never, says he, 
kMir my. doors against charity. To man is permitted the con- 
templation of the skies, but the practice of virtue is com- 
manded." 

** Surely," said the princess, " this man is happy." . 

** I visited lum," said Imlac, " with more ana more fye- 
quency, and was every time more enamoured of Yak con- 
versation: he was subfime without haughtiness, courteous 
without ibrmnlity, and communicative wimW ostentation. I 
was at first, great princess, of your opinion.' thought him the 
happiest of mankmd, and often, congratulated nim on the 
blessing that he enjoyed.. Hese^edto hear nothing with 
indifference but the praises of his conditicm^ to which he sIf* 
ways returned a general answer, and diverted the c<mversa^ 
tion to some other t<n>ic. 

" Amidst this willingness to be pleased, and labor to 
please, I had quickly reason to imafme that some painful 
sentiment pressed upon his mind. He often looked up eaiw 
nestly towards the sun, and let lus voice fall in the midst d 
his discourse. He would sometimes, when we were alone, 
gaze upon me in silence with the air of a man who longed to 
speak what be was yet resolved to suppress. He would 
often send for me with vehement injunctions of haste, though, 
when I came to him, he had nothing extraordinary to say. 
And sometimes, when I was leaving him, would call me 
back, pause a few moments, and then dismiss me." 



CHAP. XLI. 
Tf»« Attronomer diaooven the Cau$e of Jut UneaaJnen, 
** At last, the time came when the wectet burst bis re- 
serve. Wq were sitting together last nignt in the turret of 
his house, watching the emersioa of a satellite «f Juniter. A 
sudden tempest ctouded the sky, and disappointea our ob- 



aenratiaa. We nt a whOe nki* in the dark, and then be 
aiUreseed bimaetf to me in theae worde : -Iml|c, I have long 
oonadered thy friendafaip as tbe greatest bleseiag of my life. 
Integrity witliout knbwledfe it weak and useleaa, and kAow^ 
ledge without integrity is dangerous and dreadfid. I have 
£Mmd in thee all the (qualities requisite fbr tsust ; beneToience, 
eiperience, and fortitude. I Mfe long discharged an office 
which I must soon quit at the caU of ni^ure, and. shall rejoice 
in the hour of imbecili^ and pain to' deyolve it upon thee. 

<* I thought mjTself hoQorea by (his testimony, and protest- 
ed that whatever coukl conduce to his happmesa would add 
tikewise to mine. 

« Hear, Imlac, what thou wilt not without difficulty credit 
I have possessed for five years the regulation of the weatb^i 
and the distribution of the seasons : the sun has listened to 
my dictates, and passed from tropic to tropic by my direc- 
tion : the clouds, at my call, have poured their waters, and 
the Nile has overflowed at my command : I have restrained 
the rage of the dog-star, ana mitigated the fervors jtif. the 
erab« The winds alone, (^ aQ the elemental powers, have, 
hitherto refused my authority, and multitudes have perished 
hf equinoctial tempests, which I found mjrself unable to pn^ 
hibit or restrain. I have admimstered this- great office with 
enact iuitice, and made to the diiSerent nations (rf'^the eartib 
an impartial dividend of rain and sunshine. What taiust haia 
been the misery of half the globe, if I had limited tibe doods 
to particular regions, or confined the sun to either side of the 
equator?" 

CHAP.XLH. 
The OpinioH of ike AOnrnmnet ia e^iplamed tmdju^iifltd. 

(« I supppss he (fiscovered in me, through Uie obscurity of 
the room,, some tokens of amazement and doubt; for, after a 
short pause, he proceeded thus : 

" Not to be easily credited will neither surprise nor ofTend 
me ; for I am probably the first, of human beings^ to whom 
this trust has been imparted. Nor do licnow wl|etfaer to 
deem this distinction a reward or punishment ; since I have . 
possessed it, I have been far less happ^ than before, and 
nothine but the consciousness of gooa mtention COukl have 
enabled me to support the weariness of unremitted vi^lanoe. 

"How long, sir, said (, has this great oftce beeBiByonr 
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" About ten years aso, said he, m}r daily observations of 
the changes ofUie sky lea me to c<Miiider, whether^ if I had 
the power gf the seasons, I could confer greater plenty upon 
the- inhabitants of the earth. This c^mteqiplation fastened 
<m my niindj and I sat days and niffbtb in unagmary domi- 
nion, pouring upon this country and uiat the showers of fertili- 
ty, and secondme eyery fiiU of rain with a due proportion of 
■unfhtne. I had yet only the will to do goodj ai\d did not 
imagine that I should ever have the power. ^'' - 

<* One 6a,y as I was lookine on the fields withering with 
heat, I felt in my mind a 8ud<^n wish that I could send rain 
09 the southern niountainsj and nuse the Nile to an inundaf 
ticMi. In t^e hurry of Tin unagination,- 1 c<nnmanded rain to 
fall ; and h}[ c<nnparing tM time of my oommand with that of 
the inundation, i found that the clouds had listmed to my 
l^ps. 

^* Might not some other cause, said I, prwhice this^coiH 
currence ? The Nile doeis not always rise on the same day. 

** Do not believe, said he, with impatience) that such ob- 
jee^oas could escape me : I reas<Hiea long against my own 
conyiction, and labored against truth with the utmost obftti- 
nacy. I sometimes suspected myself of madness, and should 
not nave dared to impjart this secret but. to a m'an like you, 
capaUe of distinguishing. the woiiderfbl from the impossible^ 
and the incredible firom me false. 

^ Why, -sir. said I, do you call that incredible which you 
know, or think you know, to be true? 

** Because, said he, I cannot prove it Inr any external evi* 
lence : and I know too weir the laws of demonstration, fo 
hink that my omviption ought to influence another, who can- 
not, like me, be conscious of its force. I, therefore, shall 
,iiot attenqpt to gain oredit by disputation. It is sufficient that 
I feel this power, that I have lon|^ possessed, and everyday 
exerted it. But the life of man js short : the infirmities oi 
age increfwe up<Mi me, and the time will soon come when the 
regulator cf the year must mingle with the dust. The care 
of appointinff a successor has long distuirbed toie : the nisht 
•i|d the day nave been spent in comparisons of all the cha- 
racters which have come to nay knowledge, «nd I have yet 
found n<»e so worthy as thyself." 
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CHAP. XIuII£. 
The Attronomer Uave» Imtac hit Direetiotu, 

« Hear, therefore) what I shall iioMrt with attention^ such 
as the weliare of a world reaiuree. If *the task of a king be 
considered as difficult, who nas the care only of a few nul<^ 
licMis, to whom he cannot do much good or harm, what mdM 
be the anxiety of him, on whom <lepends the action of the 
elements, andf the gr^at gifls^of light and heat? Hear^me^ 
therefore, with attention. 

" I have diligently considered the position of the earth h^ 
sun, and formed innumerable schemes, in which I changed 
their situation. I have sometimes turned aside the axis of 
the earth, and sometimes varied the ecliptic of the sun : but 
I have found it impossible to make a disposition by which the 
world may be advantaged; what one region gains, another 
loses by an iroagin&ble olterittipn, even without considering 
the distuit parts of the solar system with wliich-we are un- 
acquainted. Do not, therefore, in thy administration of the 
year, indulge thy pride by innovation ; d6 not please thyself 
with thinking that thou canst make thyself renowned to all 
future acres, by disordering the seasons. The memory of 
mischief is no desirable fame. Much less will it become 
thee to let kindness or interest prevail. "Never rob other 
countries of rain to pour it on thine own< For us the Nile 
is sufficient. ' " * 

" I promised that when I possessed the power 1 wou'id use 
it with inflexible integrity ;^and he dismissed me, pressing my 
hand. — My heart, ssid he, will be now at rest, and my be- 
nevolence will no more destroy my quiet : I have found a 
man of wisdom and virtue, to whom I can dheerfuUy bequeath 
the inheritance of the sun.'* 

The prince heard this narration with very serious regard ; 
but the princess smiled, and Pekuah convulsed herself^ with 
laughter. '< Ladies," said Imlac, "to mock the heaviest of 
human affiictions is neither charitable nor wise. Few tfan 
attain this man's knowledge, and few practise his' virtues; 
but all may suffer his calamitv. Of the uncertainties of our 
present state, the most dreadful and alarming is the uncertain 
continuance of i^ason." 
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The princess was recollected, and the favorite was abash- 
eo. Rasselas, more deeply aflfect^d, in<|[uired of Jmlac, 
whether he thought such maladies of the mind frequent, and 
how they were contracted. 



CHAP. XLIV. 
The Dangeroua Prevalence of Imagmation, 

*fDi80RDEB8 of intellect," aniiwered Irolac, "happen 
much more often than superficial observers will easily oe- 
Keve. Perhaps if we speak with rigorous exactness, no hu> 
man mind is in its right state. There is no man whose imat- 
ginati<xi does not sometimes predominate over his reascHi, 
whp can regulate his attention wholly by his will, and whose 
ideas will come and go at his comrnand. No man will be 
found in whose mind airy notitms do not sometimes tyrannize, 
and force him to hope or fear beyond the lubits of sober pro- 
bability. All i>ower of fan«y over reason is a degree of in* 
sanity ; but while this power is such as we caii ccmtrol uid 
repress, it is not visible to others, nor considered as any de- 
pravation of the mental facilities : it is not pronounced mad- 
ness but when it becomes ungovem^le, aAd apparent^ i|i- 
flue^ces speech or acticm. 

" To indulge the power of fiction, and send imagination 
out upon the wing^ is often the sport of those who deUght too 
much in silent speculatidn. . When we are al(me we are not 
always busy ; the labor of excc^itation is too violent to last 
long i the ardor of inquiry will sometimes give way to idle- 
ness or satiety. He who has nothing external that can divert 
him must find pleasure in his own thoughts, and must con- 
ceive himself what he is not ; for who is (leased with what 
he IS? lie then expatiates in boundless futurity, and culls 
iirom all imaginable ciHiditions that which for the present mo* 
ment he should most desire, amuses his desires with-impos^ 
sible enjoyments, ^nd confers upon Bis pride unattainable da< 
minion. The mind dances frcnn scene to scene, unites aii 
pleasures in all combinations^ and riots in delights which na- 
ture and fortune, with all theu- bounty, cannot bestow. 

" In time, some particular train of ideas fixes the atten- 
tion: all other intellectual gratifications are rejected; the 
mind, in weariness or leisure, recurs constantly to the favo- 
rite conception, and feasts on the luscious falsehood when- 
ever she is oflTended with the bitterness of truth. B^ degrees, 
the. reign of foncy is confirmed ; she grows first unperious, 
and in time despdoe* Then xtions begm. to' operate as realt- 
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ties, fUte opnkiiM fasten upon the mmd, and fiTe'paMws in 
dreanw «f rapture or of angoith. 

« ThiS) sir, is one of the dangen of sofitode; which the 
hermit has con fess ed not ahrays proaMtes goodness, and the 
astronomer's misery has proved to be not always propitious 
to wisdom.** 

** I will no mure," said the (aTorite, ^ imagine myself th» 

rBn of Abissinia. I have often sprat -the hoon, which 
princess save to my ^wn disposal, in adjusting ceremo- 
nies, and regulating the court ; ihave repressed the pride of 
the poweifuT, and granted the petitions of the poor: I hfvw 
built new palaces m more happy situations, p^ntea povea 
upon the tops of mountains, and Imlto exulted in the ben»» 
ficence of royal^. till, when the princess entered, I had al» 
most fersotten to bow down before her." 

" And I," said the princess, « willi not allow mysdf any 
more to play the shepherdess in my wilftng dreams. I have 
often soothed my thcNigfats with thd quiet and innocence of 
pastoral employment, till I have in my chamb^ heaiid the 
winds whistle, and the sbeep bleat ; sometimes freed the lattb 
entangled in the Uiicket, and sometimes with m^ crook eb* 
countered the wolf. I hav^^ a dress like that of die village 
maids, which I pot on to- help my imagination, and a pipe on 
which I playsoftty, and suppose myself followed by my 
flocks.** ... 

« I will confess," said the prince, « an iadidgenee of ftn- 
tasiic delight more dangerous than^j^rs. I have frequently 
encfeavored to imagine the possibility of a perfect ^vekn- 
ment, by which all wrong should be restrained, an vice refenn> 
ed, and all the subjects iireserved in tranquilliiy and inno» 
cence. This thought pfDoaeed innumeraUe schemes of re^ 
formation, and dictated many useful regulations and sihitary 
edicts. Thill has been the jiport^ aiMsomethnes the labcH*, 
of my solitude : and I start, when I think with how little 
anguish I once supposed the death of my father aikl my bro- 
taers.** 

** Sucfa«** said Imlac, **are the efllects of visionary 
ecnemes : when we first form them, we know tfiem to be th^ 
surd, but familiariee them by degrees, and in time lose sight 
of their folly.*' 

CHAP. XLV. 

They discourse witii an old Man. 

. The evening was now far past, and they rose to return 

Home. As they walked alung the iiuuk of tlie Nile, delight- 
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ed with the beams ofthe moon qulverins on the water, they 
s&w, at a small <]istance, an old man whom the prince haa 
often heard in the assembly of the sages. ^ Yonder." said 
he, " is one whose years have calmed his passions, but noL 
clouded his reason : let us close the disquisitions of the nicht, 
by inquiring what are his sentiments of his own state, Uiat 
we may know whether youth alone i^ to struggle with vexa- 
tion, and whetlfer any better hope remains for ibe latter part 
of life." 

Here the sage .approached and saluted them. They inviU 
ed him to join their walk, and pirattled a wl^e as.acquaint» 
ance that nad unexpectedly met one another. ' The old man 
was cheerful and talkative, and the way seemed short in his 
company. H& was pleased to find himself not <fisregarded, 
accompanied them to their^house, and, at the prince's request, 
entered with them. They placed him m the seat of honor, 
and set wme and. conserves before biin. 
. " Sir," said thepnncess, *' an evening v^alk must give to a 
fnan of learning like youpleasures whidi isnorance and youth 
can hardly conceive*. Totf know the quauties and the causes 
of all that you beheld, the lainrs by which the river flow«, tne 
periods in which the planets perform their revolutions. Every 
thing must supply you with contemplation, ai^ renew ^e 
consciousness of your own dignity." 

" Lady," answered he, ." let the gay ana the vigorous ex^ 
pect pleasure in their excursions : it is enough that age can 
attain ease. To me the world has lost its novelty : 1 look 
round, and see what I remember to have seen in happier days. 
I rest agunst a tree, and consider, that in the same shade I 
once disputed upon the annual overflow of the Nile with qi 
firiend who is now silent in the grave. I cast my eyes Up- 
wards, fix them on the, changing moon, and think with paih 
on the vicissitudes of life. I have ceased to take much de- 
light in physical truth ; for what have I to do with those thinga 
vmich I am soon to leave ?" 

" Tbu may at least recreate yourself," said hnlac, " with 
the recollection of an honorable and useful life-, and enjoy the 
pruse which all agree to give you." 

" Praise," said the sage, witn a sigh, ^< is to an old man an 
empty sound. I have neither mothei: to be delighted vnth 
the reputation, of her son, nor wife to partake the honors oi 
her husband. I have outlived my fiiends and my rivals. 
Nothing is now of much importance ; for I cannot, extend 
my interestbeyond myself, x outh is ddidited with applause, 
because it ifl considered as the earnest or some fotui^ gpod, 
6 
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and becaiue the protpect of lUe !■ far extended : but to me, 
who am mm declining to decrepitude, there is little to (te 
reared from the malevolence of men, and yet less to be hoped 
from their affection or esteem. Something they may yet 
take away, bat they^can giye me nothing. Riches would 
now be useless, and hi^h employment would be pain. My 
retrospect of life recalu to my view many om>ortunities of 
good nej^ected, much time squandered upon tnoBB, and more 
iost in MUeness and vacancy. I leave many great designs 
onattempted, and many great attempts unfinished. My mmd 
IS burdened with no heavy crime, and therein I compose 
myself to tranquilli^ ; endeavor to abstract my thoughts 
from hopes and oares, which, though reason knows them to 
Qe vain, still try to keep their old possession of the heart; ex- 
pect, with serene humility, that noor wbkh nature cannot 
long delav) and hope to possess, iaa better state, that hap. 
piness which here! couIa,not find, aad that virtue which here 
1 have not attained." , ^ 

He arose and went away, leavmc&a aildieiice not much 
elated with the hope of long life. The prince consoled him^ 
self with remarking, that it was not reasonable to be disap- 
pomted by this account ; for age had never been oonndered 
as the season of felicity, and, if it was possible to be easy in 
decline and weakness, it was likely tbat the days of viw 
and ahtcrity might be happy : that the noon of lire might be 
orieht, if the evening could be calm. 

The princess suspected that age was querulous and ma* 
tenant, and delighted to repress thp expectations of those 
wno haid newly entered the worki. She nad seen the poe- 
■essors of estates look with envy on theur hdrs, and known 
man^ who enjoyed pleasure no longer than they could coo- 
fine It to themselves. 

Pekuah conjectured that the man was older than he ap- 

S tared, and was willing to impute his complaints to delirious 
jection; or else supposed that he had oeen unfortunate, 
and was therefore oiscontehted : ** For nothing,*' said she, 
" is more common than to call our own cendidott the condi- 
tion of life." 

Imlac, who had no desire to see them depressed, smiled at 
the comforts which they could so reacfily procure to them- 
sekes ; and remembered, that at the same age he was 
eouaHy confident dT unmingled prosperity, and equally fertfle 
m consolatory expedients. He foroore to force up<Mi them 
unwekMMne knowledge, which time itself would too soon im- 
press. The priiieess i|nd her l^dv retired ; the madness of 
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iho astronomer hvtnf^ upon their mmds ; and they deaired 
Inilac to enter upon his office, and delay nezi morning the 
rising of the sun. 

CHAP. XI^VI. 
The PrineetM and Pekuah visit the Astronomtr, 

Thc princess and Pekuah having talked in private of 
Imlac's astronomeri thought his character at oneeso amiable 
and so strange, that they could not be satisfied without ^ 
nearer knowledge'; and Imlac was requested to find the 
means of bringing them together. 

This was somewhat difficult ; the philosopher had never 
received any visits firom women, thoush he lived in a dty 
that bad in it maiiy Europeans, who foUowed the manners m 
their own coontrieB, and mapy from other parts ef the world, 
that lived there with European liberty. The ladies woukl 
MM be refibed, and several echemes were proposed for the 
aocoinplishment of their design. , It was proposed to intro- 
duce them -as Strangsrs in distress, to whom the sage was 
always accessible ; out, after some deliberation, it appeared, 
that by this -artifice, no acquaintance could be formed, for 
their oonversaticm would be short, and they could not de^ 
gently importune him oftenv « This^" said Rasselas, " is 
Urue : but I have yet a stronger objection against the mis- 
representation, of your state. I have always considered it 
as treason agamst the grMt republic of human nature, to 
nmke any man's virtues the means of deceiving him, wbe* 
dieroo great or little occasions. All imposture weakens 
confidence, and chills benevolence. When the sage finds 
that you are not what you seemed^ he unll feel the resent- 
ment natural to a man who, conscious of great abilities, dis- 
eorers that he has been tricked by understandings meaner 
^an his own, and, perhaps, the distrust which he can never 
afterwards wholly lay aside may stop the voice of counsel, 
aftd dose the hand of charity ; and where will you find the 
'power of restoring his benefactions to mankind, or his peace 
to himself r' 

To this no reply wiis attempted, and Imlae began to hofNi 
that their curiosity would subside ; but, next day, Pekuah 
told him, she baa now found an hcmest pretence for a visit to 
the astronomer, for the would solicit permission to continue 
under him the studies in which she had been initiated by the 
Arab, and the princess might go with her, either as a felk>w- 
student, or because a woman could not decently come alone. 
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**^l am afiraki,'' eaid Imlac, " that he will ■ooiibe weary pi 
your company ; men advanced far in knowledge do not love 
to repeat the elements of their art ; and I am not certain 
that even cf the elemeuts, as he will deliver them connected 
with inferences and mingled with reflections, you are a very 
capable auditress." *< That,'? said Pekuah, *<'mustbemy 
care : I ask of you only to take me thither.' My knowledge 
is, perhaps, more than you imagine it ; and by concurring 
always with his opinicms, I shiUl make him think it greater 
than It is." 

The astronomer, in pursuance of this resolution, was told 
that^ a foreign iady, travelttng in searc^ of knowledge, had 
beard of his reputation, and was desirous to become his 
scholar. The uocommonness of the proposal raised at once 
his surprise and curiosity, and when, after a short delibera- 
tion, he consented tb admit her, he could not stay without 
impatieiMse till the next day. 

The ladies dressed. themselveiS magnificently^ and were 
attended by Imlac to ithe astroijomer, who .was pleased to 
see himself approached with respect by persons of $o splen* 
did an a^arance. In the exchange or the first civihties, 
he was timorous and bashful ; but when the talk became re- 
gular, he recollected his powers, and justified, the characteir 
which Imlac had given. Inquiring of Pekuah what could 
have fbmed^er inX^lination tpwa^ astronomy^ he received 
fiom her a history of her adventure at the pyramid, and of 
the time passed in the Arab's island. She tolcl her tale with 
ease and elegance, and her conversation took possession of 
his heart. The discourse was then turned to astronomy: 
Pekuah displayed what she knew : he looked upon her as a 
prodigy of gemus, and entreated her not to desis^ fit>m a 
study which she had so happily begun. 

Tney came again and again, and were .every time more 
welcome than before. The sage endeavored to amuse Uiem, 
that the)r might prolong their visits, for he found his thoughts 
grow brighter in their company-; the clouds of solicitude 
vanished by degrees, as he forced himself to entertain them, 
and he srieved wheji he was left, at their departure, to his 
old employment of regulating the seasons. 

The pnncess and her favorite had now watched his lips 
for several months, and coald not catch a single word from 
which tYiey could judge whether he ccmtinued, or not, in the 
opbiion or his preternatural commission^ They often con 
trived to bring him to an open declaration; but he. easily 
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eluded aQ their attacks, and, on which side .soeyer thejr 
pressed him, escaped from^hem to som^ other topic. 

As their faidiliarity increased, they invited him often to 
the house of Imlac, where they distinguished him by extra- 
ordinary respect. He began gradually to delisht in sabl^ 
nary pleasures. He oame eany, and departed Tate ; labored 
to recommend himself by assiduity and compliance, excited 
their curiosity after new arts, that they might still want his 
assistance ; and when they made any excursion of pleasure 
or inquiry, entreated to attend them.' 

By long experience of hip integrity and wisdom, the prince 
and his sister were convinced that he might be trusted without 
danjE[er: and, lest he should draw any false hopes from the 
dviutiea which he received, discovered to him their condition, 
with the motives of their jouijiey, and required his opinion on 
the choice of life. 

** Of the various conditions which the world spreads before 
you,' which yov shall prefer/' said the sage, **I am not able 
to instruct you. I can only tell that I have chosen wrong. 
I have pass<id my time in study without experience: in the 
attainment of sciences which can, for the most part, be but 
remotety useful to man^d. I have purchased knowledge at 
the expense of all the common comforts of Kfe : I have nussed 
the endearing elegance of female friendship, and the happy 
commerce of domestic tenderness. If I have obtained any 
prerogatives above other students, they have been accompa^ 
nied with fear, disquiet, and scrupulosity ; but even of these 
prerosatiyes^ whatever they were, I have, since my thoughts 
have been diversified by more intercourse with the world, be- 

Sn to question the reali^. When I have been for a few 
ys lost in pleasing dissipation, I am always tempted to think 
that my inquiries have ended in error, and that I have sufierw 
ed much, and suffered it in vain.*' 

Imlac was delighted to find that the sage's understanding 
was breaking through its mists, and resolvod to detain him 
from the planets till he should forget his task of ruling them, 
and reason should recover its origmal influence. 

From this time the astronomer was received into familiar 
friendship, and partook of all their projects and pleasures : 
his respect kept nim attentive, and the activity of Rasselas 
did not leave much time unengaged. Something was always 
to be done.: the day was spent in making observations, which 
furnished talk for the evening, and the evening was ckwed 
with a scheme for the morrow. 

The sage confessed to Imlac, that since he had mingled in 
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tbe gay tumulta of life, and divided hki houn bym flaecearioii 
of amusements, be found tbe conTic^tion of bw autbority over 
tbe skies fade cradually firom his mind, and benn tatntft leas 
to in opinion which be never could prove to otners, awl wbic]^ 
he now fbund subject to variation, trom causes in which rea- 
son had no nart. <af I am accidentally Idl alone for a few 
hours," saia he, " my inveterate persuasion rushes tipon my 
soul, and my theughts are chained down by some irresistible 
violence ; but they are soon disentangled by the prince'p con- 
vernation, and instantaneously released at the ^ntranbe of 
Pekuah. I am like a man habitually afraid of spectres, who 
i« set at ease by a lamp, ahd wonders at, tbe dread which 
harassed him in the daiit, yet, if his lamp be extinguished 
feels again the terrors which he knows that wh«i A is ligitf ha 
shall feel no more. But I am sometimes afraid^ lest I indulga 
my quiet by criminal negligence, and voluntarily forget dMjereat 
charge witlr which I am intrusted. If I iavor mysdfin a 
known error, or am determined by my own ease in a doubtfioi 
question of this importance, bow dreadful is my crime P' 

" No disease of the ima^inaticMi,'* answered loaiac, *< is so 
difficult of cure, as that which is complicated with the dread 
of guilt ; fancy and conscience then act interchangeaUy upoa 
us, and so often shtft their places, that the illusions of one are 
not distin^isbed from the dictates of the other. If &ncy 
presents images not monl or religious, the mind drives tfaeni 
away when tney give it nain ; but when rocrfancholy notioDB 
take the form oTduty, tney la^r hokl on tbe faculties without 
opposition, because we are afraid to exclude «er banuh them. 
For this reason the superstitious are-often melanch<dy, and 
the melancholy almost always superstitiouB. . 
** But do not let the suggestions of timidity overpower your 
a be Dttt as the proba* 
1 connder it witn freo- 



better reason : the danger of neglect can be mit as the prob) 
bility of the obligation, which, when you connder it witn fire 
dom, you find very little, and that uttle growing every <by 
Ipss. Open yoar heart to the influence of the ught, whidi, 
from time to time, breaks in upon ^ou : when scruples im- 
portune you, t^hich you in your lacid UKHnents 'know to be 
vain, do not stand to parley, but fly to business, or to Pekuah ; 
and keep this thought always prevalent, that you are onlytml) 
atom of the mass of humanity, and have neither, such rartu* 
nor vice as that you should be singled out for supematura. 
&vor8 or afflictions." 
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CHAP. XLVn. 
The Prince enten and bring» a new Topic, 

" All this," said the astnmomer^ ** I have often thoi^ht 
but my reason has been so kns subjugated by an uacontn^ 
table and oyerwhebning idea, mat it durst not confide in its 
own decisions. I now see how fatally I betrayed my quiet, 
bv suffering chimeras to freif opon me in secret ; but melan* 
choly shruoSa from communication, and I never found a man 
before to whom I could impart mytrouUes, though I had 
been certain of relief. I rejoice to find mv own sentiments 
confirmed by yours, who are not easily deceived, and caa 
have no motive or purpose to deceive. I hope that time and 
variety will dissipate the ^oom that has so lon^ surrounded 
me, and the latter part of my days will be spent m peace." 

** Your learning and virtoej" said Ijmlac, « nay justly g^ 
yon h^>es.'' 

Rasselas th^n entered, with the princess and Pekuah, •nl 
inquired whetlier they had contrive^ any new diversion dot 
the next day. " Such," said Njekajrah, " is the st;ate of lifis, 
that none are happy Iwt by the aiiticipation of change : ths 
chan^ itself is notning ; when we have made it* .the moA 
wish IS to change a^iin. ThjB wori4 v not yet odiauited ; 
Ust me see'someOiiiur toHnorrow whidi I never saw befora.* 

<* Variety,** said RasseUts, " is so necessary to content^ 
that even tne happy valley disgusted me fay tlte recurrenco oi 
its luxuries ; yet I could not fwbear to reproach myself wi& 
impatience, when I saw the monks of St. Antfa^y support, 
without complaint, a life, not of uniform delight, but uniform 
liardship." 
• " Those men,** answered Imlac, "are less wretched in 
their silent convent thah the Abissinian princes in their pri- 
son of pleasure. Whatever is done by tne monVs is incited 
oy an adequate and reasonable motive. Their labor supplies 
them with necessaries : it therefore cannot be omitted, and is 
certainly rewarded. Their devotion prepares them for ano> 
ther state, and reminds them of its sjpproach, iK^iile it fits theai 
for it. Their time is regularly distributed; one duty succeeds 
another ; so that they are not left open to the distractioB cl 
unguided choice, nor lost in the shades of hatless ifi«ctivity. 
There is a certam task to be performed lU an appropriated 
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nour ; and their toUi are cheerful, because they consider them 
as acts of piety, by which they are always advancing towanis 
endless fehcit^." 

" Do you think,** said Nekayah, " that the monastic rul» 
is a more holy and less ifnperfect state than aiiy other? May . 
not he equally hope for future happiness who converses open- 
ly with oankind, who succors ttie distressed b)r his charity, 
instructs the ignorant by his learning, and contributes by his 
industry to the general system of Hfe ; even though he should 
onut some of tM mortifications which are {Practised in the 
cloister, and allow himself such harmless delights, as his con 
dition may place within his reach ?** 

** This,*' said Imlac, " is a question which has long divided 
the wise, and perplexed the good. I am afraid to decide on 
either part. He that lives well in the world is better than he 
that lives well in a monastery. But, perhaps, every one ia 
not able to stem the temptations of public life ; and, if he can- 
not conquer, he mav properly retreat. 'Some have Hi tie 
power to do good, an^ have likewise little strength to resist 
evil. Many are weary of their conflicts with adversity, and 
are willing to eject those passions which have long busied 
them in vain. And many are dismissed by aee and diseases 
from the more laborious duties of society. In monasteries 
the weak and timoroua may be happily sneltered, the weary 
may repose, and the penitent may meditate. Those retreats 
of prayer and cfmtempladon have soinetfung ao congenial to 
the mmd of man, that, periiaps, there n scarcely one thai 
does not purpose to close his lire in piotis abstractioD, with « 



few associates serious as himtolf." 

« Such,*' siid Pekoah. « has oft 

have heard the princes^ declare, that she shoaid not willingly 



die in a crowd.' 

** The liberty of using harmless pleasures,** proceeded Im* 
lac, " will not be disputed ; but it is still to be examined what 
pleasurefi are harmless. The. evil of any pleasure that Ne- 
kayah can image is not in the act itself, but in -its conse- 
quences. Pleasure, in itself harmless, may became mischiev- 
ous, by endearing to us a state which we know to be transient 
and probatory, and withdrawing our thoughts from that, of 
which every hour brings as nearer to the beginning, and 6i 
which no length of time will bring us to the end. Mortifica- 
tion is not virtuous in itself, nor has any other use, but that it 
disengages us from the allurements of sense, tn the state ot 
future perfection, to which we all aspire, there will be plea? 
sure without danger, and security witneut restraint.** 
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The princess w&s silent, and Rasselas, turnins^ to the as- 
lroD(Hner, asked him whether ho could not delay her retreat, 
•y showing her sonnethin{( which she had not seen before. 

" Your curiosity," said the sage, " has been so general, 
and your pursuit of knowledge so vigorous, that noTelties are 
not now very easily to be found : but what you can no longer 
procure from the bving may be given by the dead. Among 
the wonders of this country are the catacombs, or the ancient 
repositories, in which the bodies of the earliest generations 
were lodged, and where', by the virtue of the gums which em- 
balmed them, they ^et remain without corruption." 

" I know not," said Rasselas, ** what pleasure the «sht of 
the catacombs can afford ; but, since nothing else is ottered, 
I am resolved to view them| and shall place this with many 
pther things which I have done^ because I would do some-, 
thing." 

They hired a guard of horsemen, and the next day visited 
the catacombs. When they were about to descend into the 
sepulchral caves, ** Pekuah,'*' said Hie princess, " we are n^w 
a^n invading (he habitations of the de^id, I Imow that you 
will stay behind ^let me find you safe when I return." — ^ Nq, 
T will not be lefl," aiAwered Pekuaji : " I will go down be* 
tween you. and" the prince." . 

Th^ then all descended, and roved with- wonder through 
the labyrinth of subterraneous passages, where the bodies . 
ware laid in rows on either side. 

CHAP. XL VIII. 
Jndae discounea on the Nature of the Skul, 

<( What reason," said the prince, " can be given, why the 
Es^tians should thus expensivelv preserve those carcasses 
w^cn some nations consume with fire, others lay to mingle 
with the earth, and all agree to remove firom th^ir sight as 
soon as decent rites can be performed ?" 

** The original of andent customs," "said Imlac, " is com- 
monly unknown; for the practice often continues when the 
cause has ceased : and concerning superstitious ceremonies, 
it is vain to conjecture ; for what reason did not dictate, 
reason cannot explain. I have long believed that the prac- 
tice of embalming arose Only from tenderness to the remams cf 
relatiims or frieixls ; and to this opinion I am more inclined, 
because it seems impossible that this care should have been 
general; had all the dead "been embalmed, their repositories 
must in time i|ave been more spacious than the dwellings of 



RASSELAS. H 

IT that which is known may be overruled by that which ia 
umknown, no beinf^, not omniscient, can arrire at certainty." 

** Yet let us not," said the astronomer, " too arrogantly 
iont the Creator's power." 

"It is no limitation of Omnipotence," replied the poet, 
" to suppose that one thing is not consistent with another, 
tint the same proposition cannot he at once tnie and false, 
Hwt the same number cannot be even and odd, tliat cogit»- 
tioii cannot be conferred on that which is created incafSibta 
cf cogitation." 

« I know not," said Nekajah, " any great use of this 
queation. Does that immateriality, which, in my opinioB. 
jmi have sufficiently proved, neceauuily incluife etemai 
duration?*' 

" Of immateriality," said Imlac, " our ideas are negative, 
and therefore obscure. Immateriality seems to imply a na- 
tural power of perpetual duration as a consequence of ex- 
emption from all causes of decay : whatever perishes is 
destroyed by the solution of its contexture, and separation 
of its parts ; nor can we conceive how that which has no 
parts^ and therefore admits no solution, can be naturally 
oorrupted or impaired." 

*< I know not," said Rasselas, ** how to conceive any 
tUng without extension : what is extended must have parts, 
ai^d you allow that whatever has parts may be destroyed." 

•* Consider your own conceptions," replied Imlac, ** and 
the difficulty will be less. You will find substance without 
intemion. An ideal form is no less real than material bulk ; 
yet an ideal form has no extension. It is no loss certain, 
friien you think on a pyramid, that your luind possesses the 
idea or a pyramid, than that the pyramid itseu is standing. 
What space does the idea of a pyramid occupy more than 
tfM idea of a grain of com ? or now can either idea suffer 
laceration ? As is the effect, such is the cause ; as thought, 
■oeh is the power that thinks, a power impassive and iii- 
discerptible." 

" But the Bcmg," said Nekayah, " whom I fear to name, 
the Being which made the soul, can destroy it." 

"He surely can destroy it," answered Tmlac, "since, 
however unperishable, it receives from a superior nature its 
r of duration. That it will not perish by any inherent 



cause of decay, or principle of corruption, may be shown br 
phikMWfihy ; but philoeopoy can tell no more. That it will 
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not be annihilated bj Him that made it, we must humUy 
learn from higher authority." 

The whole aaserably stood a while silent, and collected. 
** Let us return," said Rasselas, " from this scene of mor- 
tality. How ^oomy would be those mansitms of the dead 
to hun who did nut know that he should nerer die ; that 
ndiat now acts shall continue its agency, and what now 
thinks shall think on for erer. Those that lie here stretched 
before U8> the wise and the powerful of ancient times, warn 
OS to remember the shortness of our present state : they 
were, perhaps, snatched away while tiiey were busy, like 
US, in tne choieB ofHfe." 

" To me," said the princess, " the choice of life is become 
less important; I hope hereafter to think only on the choice 
of eternity." 

They Uien hastened out of the caverns, and, under the 
protection of their guard, returned to Cairo. 

CHAP. XLIX. 
J%e Omdution, m which nothing is conduded. 

It was now the time of the inundation of the Nile : a few 
days afVer their visit to the catacombs the river began to rise. 

They were ccmfined to their house. The whole region 
bemg imder water, gave them no invitation to any excur- 
■ons ; and being weU supplied with materials for talk, they 
Averted themselves with comparisons of the different forms 
of life which they had observed, and with various schemes 
of happiness which each of them had formed*. 

Peauah was never so much charmed with any place as 
the convent of St. Anthony, where the Arab restored her to 
the princess, and wished only to fill it with pious maidens, 
and to be made prioress of the order : she was weary of ex- 
pectation and disgust, and would gladly be fixed in some 
unvariable state. 

The princess thought, that, of all sublunary things, know- 
ledge was the best. She desired first to learn all sciences, 
ancf then purposed to found a college of learned women, in 
which she would preside, that, by conversing with the old, 
and educating the young, she might divide her time between 
the acquisition and communication of -wisdom, and raise up 
for the next age models of prudence and patterns of piety. 

The prince desired a little kingdom, m which he might 
administer justice in his own person, and see all the parts of 
vovemmmit with his own eyes \ but he could never fix the 



RASSELAS. SO 

hmitM of his dominion, and was always addjng to the number 
of his subjects. 

Tmlac and the astronomer were contented to be driven 
alon^ the stream of life, without directing their course to any 
parUcular port. 

Of these wishes that they had formed, they well knew that 
none could be obtained. They deliberated a while what was 
to be done, and resolved, when the inundation should cease, 
Co return to Abissinia. 



THE ENIX. 
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